
News from your Town of Neversink Parks & Rec
GREAT NEWS!  Our Community Ice Rink is

OPEN for the season!  And this year it is BIGGER
and BETTER than before.  A big THANK YOU to
our Town Team for all their hard work to get our
rink up and ready.  And this year we will have Tri
Valley School and our other youth organizations
selling hot cocoa and snacks at the rink.    Skating
is free.  While we do have some skates for use dur-
ing the sessions and we are always looking for
donations of skates and safety equipment.  So if
you have any to donate you can bring to the Ice
Rink during open hours or drop them off at Town
Hall in the box located in the lobby area.    Your
Community  Ice Rink could not operate without
the volunteers who help monitor and manage the
rink during its open hours.   (Contd. Pg. 8)

Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress Appoints Adam Bosch as
President and Chief Executive Officer

NEWBURGH, NEW YORK - The board of directors at Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress
today announced the appointment of Adam Bosch to be the organization's next president and
chief executive officer. Bosch, a lifelong resident of the Hudson Valley, worked as a journal-
ist, college professor, and policy analyst across the region before joining the senior leader-
ship team of the New York City water supply system. He will become Pattern's sixth presi-
dent since the organization was founded in 1965. 

“I am excited to lead the team at Pattern for Progress during a time when the Hudson Valley
faces so many challenges and opportunities,” Bosch said. “Our region has long trusted
Pattern to develop plans and policies that are based on objective research, steering our com-
munities toward a more prosperous and equitable future. I'm eager to amplify the work of
Pattern's talented staff by collaborating with leaders across the region who have the passion
and authority to turn our research into action.” 

“As Pattern enters into this next chapter of its history, I am excited to work with our new
President and CEO Adam Bosch, our talented staff, and our committed and dedicated board
of directors,” said Anthony Campagiorni, Chair of the Pattern for Progress Board of
Directors.  “Adam is the right leader for Pattern at this moment.  He has demonstrated suc-
cess in developing actionable research for the region, he brings an exciting vision for the
Hudson Valley and Pattern's role in advancing that vision, and he demonstrates an inspiring

passion that will undoubtedly attract new individuals and organizations to Pattern's critical mission.”  
“Adam is the perfect choice to lead Pattern for Progress at this important time for the Hudson Valley,” said Jonathan Drapkin, who

stepped down as president of Pattern in December after leading the organization for 15 years. “Throughout his career, Adam has built
many strong relationships across the region. Those who have worked with Adam respect and trust him for his savvy advice, creative
thinking and ability to knit issues together.  Adam is a thorough researcher and an articulate communicator who will help the region
assess where it was before the pandemic, and where it needs to go in the future. Pattern was indeed fortunate to attract Adam to this
vital position.”  (Contd. Pg. 4)
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POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

1. ALL  submissions should be typewritten or in Microsoft
Word.
2. Letters should contain  no more than 300 words and must be
typewritten. They may be emailed as Microsoft Word docu-
ments.
3. Letters should offer worthwhile comments and avoid libel
or bad taste.
4. Letters must be signed with the writer's own name.  No let-
ter will be published without a signature.
5. The writer must provide his/her full name, address and tele-
phone number (for verification).  This  information will be
kept on  file in the Gnome Home Inc.  office. Telephone num-
bers will not be published. 
6. Copies of letters or third-party letters will not be accepted.

Opinions expressed in Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman
belong to the writers and are not necessarily the viewpoint
of Ye OldeTri-Valley Townsman or its staff.

To renew or receive a new subscription to the
Virtual TOWNSMAN, to be sent to your email every  week,  fill
out the form below and mail it to: Townsman, P O Box 232,
Grahamsville, NY or drop it in the box located on the porch of
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Please send your ad copy to: tvtownsman@yahoo.com or  by
regular mail to: The Townsman, PO Box 232, Grahamsville, NY
12740

Deadline for all submissions is 3:00 p.m. Friday for the
 following week’s issue

NO   EXCEPTIONS.  All press releases/article sent by email
should be sent as Microsoft Word Documents.   Photos or
graphics must be in jpg  format

More than ever,  thank you for your continued support.

OBITUARY
Henry “Hank” H. Illing of Cooley,
NY.  a retired Professional Engineer

and a lifelong
area resident,
died Thursday
December 30,
2021 at his
home.  He was
96.

The son of the
late Hugo and
Mabel Carley
Illing, he was
born December
31, 1924 in
Cooley, NY.

Hank proudly
served our Country in the United States
Army during WWII in France. After
earning his bachelor's degree in
mechanical engineering from Syracuse
University, he worked as a Professional
Engineer for many years with Curtiss-
Wright Corporation in Caldwell NJ,
and with Kieley & Mueller in
Middletown NY, before starting his
own private engineering business here
in Sullivan County. A dedicated family
man, he managed to find time for his
private plane and flying, playing the
guitar, and showing Arabian horses. 

Survivors include his wife of more
than 72 years, Marguerite A. (Evans)
Illing, at home; one daughter, Marta J.
Illing and her husband Rick Begeal of
Parksville, NY; three sons, William H.
Illing and Debra Baumgarten of
Woodbourne, NY and Wesley R. Illing
and Nancy Courier of Parksville, NY
and Glenn D. Illing and his wife Sheila
of Parksville, NY; grandchildren Lainie
Yennie, Dallas and Jamie Illing, Zane
and Xaver Illing, 7 great grandchildren,
and several nieces and nephews.  He
was predeceased by his sister, Virginia
Fisher and granddaughter York Illing.
The family has chosen to remember
Hank's life privately at this time. A cel-
ebration of his life will be held July 9,
2022.

Memorial contributions in Hank's
name may be made to the Sullivan
County Veterans Coalition, PO Box
1527, Monticello, NY 12701.

Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to the Harris Funeral Home,
West St. at Buckley, Liberty, NY 845-
292-0001 or 845-439-5200
www.Harris-FH.com
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ON THE FRONT BURNER:   For he hath said, it profiteth a man nothing
that he should delight himself with God.

Job 34:9

DAYS OF YORE…
Today's History
January 9, 1952 

The interior of the Methodist Church
in Grahamsville is now in the process of
being painted.  Inasmuch as at least fif-
teen years have elapsed since it was last
done, there is no question but that it is
greatly needed.  Any contributions
towards this worthwhile  work will be
greatly appreciated.

Mr. and Mrs. Alex LaHanko of
Grahamsville are the parents of a daugh-
ter born at Hamilton Avenue Hospital on
January 7th.  The baby weighed 8 lbs. 1
oz.

Moe Rubenzahl died at Maimonides
Hospital in Liberty Saturday morning,
December 29th.  He was born March 14,
1900 in New York City.  He was the son
of Louis and Hannah Rubenzahl.  Mr.
Rubenzahl was a partner of Rubenzahl
Egg Hatchery at Neversink.  Surviving
are a son, Harry and two brothers, Max
and George, all of Neversink.

The Town Board of the Town of
Denning held its organizational meeting
at Ladleton on Wednesday evening, Jan.
2nd.  Present were Supv. Herbert L.
George; Town Clerk, Nellie Hamilton;
Town Supt. of Highways, Ranse
Hamilton; and Justices of the Peace
Grant Sheley, J. Arthur Mackey, George
V. Erts and Everett Smith.

January 10, 1962 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Cuttler of

Liberty have announced the engagement
of their daughter, Clara Ann to Douglas
Gorton, also of Liberty.  They plan to be
married January 14th.  Miss Cuttler is a
graduate of Tri Valley Central School and
is employed at the Liberty office of the
New York Telephone Company.  Mr.
Gorton is a graduate of Liberty High
School and is employed at the Liberty
Post Office.

Mrs. Lizzie Evans, 93, died suddenly
Sunday at her home in Woodbourne,
leaving three children, seven grandchil-
dren, 21 great-grandchildren and 15
great-great-grandchildren.  Mrs. Evans, a
resident of Woodbourne for the past
twenty-three years, was born July 26,
1868 in Claryville, N.Y., the daughter of
John W. Moore and Elizabeth Ann
(Palmitier) Evans.  She was married to
the late Willis L.B. Evans.

http://thetownsman.com


DAYS OF YORE…
Today's History
(From Pg. 2) 

January 12, 1972
Phil Costigan left on Friday evening for Granada,

Spain where he will study at Granada University for
the next semester.  While there Phil will be a house
guest of a Spanish family.

Douglas Hamilton, 12-year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Hamilton, Sr. of Grahamsville is being consid-
ered for a Boy Scout heroism award for his quick
thinking which saved his six-year old brother, John Jr.
from a pre-Christmas tragedy.  John's pajamas caught
fire when he climbed onto the kitchen stove to reach a
cabinet.  Douglas rolled his brother on the floor the
way he was taught in Boy Scouts and put the fire out
with his hands as there was nothing else available.
John sustained only minimal burns.  Douglas is a sev-
enth grader at Tri-Valley Central School.  He has been
scouting for four years and is a member of Troop 187
in Grahamsville.

Mr. Bruce Krum of Mutton Hill Rd., Neversink, has
completed his last course at Oneonta State Teachers
College for his Masters Degree.  He is very proud to
have attained this goal.  He teaches 5th grade at
Livingston Manor and also algebra at night in Yeshiva
Zichron Moshe in South Fallsburg.
January 14, 1982

Airman James T. Kocijanski, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ted Kocijanski of Woodbourne, has graduated from
Air Force Aircraft Maintenance Training Course at
Sheppard's Air Force Base.  Jim will now serve at
Ramstein Air Force base in West Germany with the
86th Aircraft Generation Squadron.  He is a 1980 grad-
uate of Tri-Valley High School.

Mr. and Mrs. John Bowers of Bowers Rd.,
Hurleyville, have announced the engagement of their
daughter, Sue Ellen to Earl E. Osterhout, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Osterhout of Cole Rd., Hurleyville.
Miss Bowers is a 1981 graduate of Tri-Valley Central
School and is attending SCCC.  Mr. Osterhout attend-
ed Tri-Valley School and is now employed by the
Town of Fallsburg Highway Dept.  Wedding plans are
incomplete.

The wedding uniting Donna Dexheimer and
William Myers was held Nov. 28, 1981 in St. Paul's
Church, Liberty.  The Rev. Thomas Taylor and Father
Patrick Brady of St. Peter's Catholic Church officiated.
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George
Dexheimer of Neversink.  The groom's parents are Mr.
and Mrs. Norman Myers of Liberty.  Donna is a grad-
uate of Tri-Valley H.S. and SUNY Oneonta.  Her hus-
band is a graduate of Liberty Central School and
attended Clarkson College.  They are making their
home in Jamestown.

Time to Retreat to Our Winter Abode
Until this past week the weather felt a little more like a soggy day in

early spring.  The forest in the backyard was busy with squirrels scamper-
ing around, a few chipmunks, notice-
able paw prints in the mud from a
raccoon family, of course, the deer,
turkeys and winter birds.  However,
today -Saturday morning-it is so still.
The little blanket of white snow and
the sharp drop in temperature let not
only us know winter is here, but the
animals, whose bodies are well-
adapted retreated to their winter
retreats.

There are many types of adaptations.  The birds that typically migrate in the
fall have already left the area.  They used the sun, moon and stars for direc-
tion and seem to have a compass in their brain for using the Earth's magnet-
ic field. Scientists consider migration as part of a yearly cycle of changes a
bird goes through controlled by changes in the amount of daylight and the
weather.

Many mammals, built a thick fat layer and fur coat over their body.  The
snowshoe rabbit's  new fur is white to act as
a camouflage in the snow. Deer also build a
thick layer of fat and a heavy fur coat.  They
spend winter looking for moss, twigs, bark
and leaves to eat.

Animals may find winter shelter in
holes in trees or logs, under rocks, leaves,
underground or even in a warm attic. Some
mice will build tunnels through the snow
and  will huddle close together to stay
warm.

Cold-blooded like snakes will find shelter in holes or burrows, and
spend the winter inactive, or dormant, similar to hibernation.  

Water makes a good shelter for many animals. When the weather gets
cold, frogs, turtles and many fish hide under rocks, logs or fallen leaves.
Water makes a good shelter for many animals. Some bury themselves in the
mud where they become dormant. Cold water holds more oxygen than
warm water and the frogs and turtles can breath by absorbing oxygen
through their skin. Earthworms  move down into the earth, some as far as
six feet below the surface!

Insects look for winter shelter in holes in the ground, under the bark of
trees, deep inside rotting logs or in any small crack they can find. They may
find a gall - a swelling on a plant  caused by certain insects, fungi or bacte-
ria that produces a chemical that forms a lump on a plant. The gall becomes
its maker's home and food source.

Other wild animals just sleep through the winter, or hibernate.
Hibernation is an extended period of deep sleep, or torpor.    Many hiber-
nating species  get ready for winter by eating extra food and storing it as
body fat that is used  for energy while hibernating. The reduction of their
metabolic rate and lower body temperature enables  them to survive through
cold periods when food is scarce.

Bears, squirrels, skunks, chipmunks, and some bats hibernate or go into
a period of torpor. The main difference between a torpor and a hibernation
is that during a torpor the animal is easily awoken.    Some animals hiber-
nate for part or all of the winter. A squirrel sleeps for about 4 to 5 days at a
stretch and will wake up, again eat some of the food it has collected all sum-
mer and then will go back to sleep for 4 to 5 days. 

For us –– it is time to get out the winter coats, furry boots, fill the wood
bin, put on the snow tires and maybe even grumble a bit while we too, look
forward to the chill in the air and if you are lucky, maybe even an afternoon
nap by the fireplace!

Clean your
toothbrush holder

Get the grime, bacteria, and caked-on toothpaste
drippings out of the grooves of your bathroom tooth-
brush holder by cleaning the openings with cotton
swabs moistened with white vinegar.
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Nature Column - A tribute to the memory of all of the Townsman
Ladies that we have  loved so much and lost… Peggy DeWire, Avril Pappa,
Joan Hall , Polly Hill, Joyce Lockhart, Jean Helthaler, Karen Curry,
Barbara Slater and Shirley Davis.

Household Hint:

JANUARY 13, 2022
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Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress
Appoints Adam Bosch as President

and Chief Executive Officer
(From Pg. 1) Bosch will join Pattern for Progress on Jan. 31.
He can be reached at abosch@pfprogress.org. 

Bosch started his career as a journalist in the Hudson Valley.
He covered public affairs, courts and the environment for the
Wallkill Valley Times, the Times Herald-Record, and in the
Albany bureau of The New York Times. His work also appeared
in several regional and national magazines. His work in journal-
ism earned six Associated Press awards for investigative report-
ing, depth reporting, and breaking news coverage. Bosch also
served as an adjunct professor of journalism for 10 years at
SUNY New Paltz.

After leaving journalism, Bosch joined Hudson Valley
Pattern for Progress in 2012 as vice president of research and
external affairs. Bosch authored reports on the adaptive re-use of
closed school buildings across the region, New York's tax cap,
and an investigation of Rockland County's budget deficit. His
examination of Rockland County's fiscal crisis, and recommen-
dations to solve it, earned Pattern the President's Award from the
Rockland County Business Association. 

For the past nine years, Bosch has served as director of pub-
lic affairs for the New York City water supply system - the largest
municipal water supply in the United States. In that role, Bosch
was responsible for community outreach, intergovernmental
affairs, education programs and more. He served as the primary
liaison between New York City and federal, state and local offi-
cials across the Hudson Valley and Catskills for issues related to
the city's reservoir system and its infrastructure. His work
focused on explaining the operation, maintenance and protection
of the water supply system that serves nearly 10 million New
Yorkers, especially as the city pursued several large capital proj-
ects to upgrade its dams, aqueducts and treatment facilities in the
region.

Bosch currently serves as a volunteer on the Catskill
Advisory Group, a state-appointed panel that is developing a
strategic framework to tackle the challenges and opportunities of
increased visitation to the Catskill Park. He also serves on a
nationwide advisory group that is developing risk communica-
tions for perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in drinking water
supplies. 

Bosch was born and raised in the Town of Newburgh in
Orange County, and graduated from Wallkill High School. He
earned his bachelor's degree from SUNY New Paltz, and his
master's degree from Columbia University in the City of New
York. Bosch lives in Saugerties with his wife, Jennifer, and their
8-year-old son, Tristan. 

Founded in 1965, Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress is a not-
for-profit policy, planning, advocacy and research organization
focused on promoting regional, balanced, sustainable, and equi-
table solutions that enhance the growth and vitality of the
Hudson Valley. Today, Pattern provides research and support,
focusing on emerging trends, convening leaders from across the
Hudson Valley to collaborate on regional approaches to our most
challenging issues - housing, local government efficiency, educa-
tion, land use policy, transportation and infrastructure. Pattern
inspires growth and vitality for the Hudson Valley's regional
economy through its initiatives, which include The Center for
Housing Solutions and the new MAIN STREET: Hudson Valley,
a regional resource center to strengthen main streets. Pattern also
provides critical training programs including The Pattern
Fellows regional leadership training for mid-career profession-
als, the Community Builders community development project

incubator, and The Board Institute, providing pathways to leader-
ship for a more diverse cross section of our neighbors. Pattern
serves communities across nine counties in the Hudson Valley,
including Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam,
Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester. 
About Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress

Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress is a policy, planning, advo-
cacy and research nonprofit that has promoted regional, balanced,
equitable, and sustainable solutions for the Hudson River Valley
since 1965. Visit Pattern-For-Progress.org. Follow on Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn @PatternForProgress and on Twitter
@HVPattern.

DEC Named '2021 Agency 
of the Year' by National 

Deer Association
New York State Recognized  for Outstanding

Leadership in  Deer Management
New York State Department of Environmental

Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today
announced that DEC was recognized as 'Agency of the Year'
by the National Deer Association (NDA) for the state's leader-
ship in white-tailed deer management. This national award
recognizes DEC's successful deer management program and
efforts to involve New York hunters in the planning and man-
agement process.

"Driven by science with public input, DEC has developed
a Deer Management Program that benefits deer, deer habitat,
and New Yorkers," Commissioner Seggos said. "We are con-
stantly exploring new ways to address overabundant deer pop-
ulations while increasing hunting opportunities. It is an honor
to be recognized by the National Deer Association for these
ongoing efforts."

"A quick comparison to other states shows just how suc-
cessful and diverse New York's deer management program is,"
said Kip Adams, NDA's Chief Conservation Officer. "The
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
has gone the extra mile in the past year to address limitations
regarding hunter opportunity, suburban hunting, deer over-
abundance, and their integration of setting deer population
objectives using social and biological science ranks among the
highest in the country."

Agencies that received the NDA's award in the past boast
a record of innovative and progressive deer management, ini-
tiating positive change through science, regulation, and hunter
involvement. DEC's Deer Management Plan, released in June
2021, guides management actions to balance the diverse val-
ues of the public with the biological and ecological needs and
impacts of deer.

Some significant elements of the plan include integrating
data of deer impacts on forests with public preferences for
deer population changes to set deer population trajectory
objectives; furthering protections against introduction or
spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), and recommend-
ing hunting-related changes to strategically increase antlerless
harvest where needed and to provide additional hunter oppor-
tunity. DEC's deer program worked with researchers to devel-
op a simple protocol for landowners to monitor deer vegeta-
tion impacts on their property (Assessing Vegetation Impacts
from Deer - AVID), and deer biologists worked with munici-
palities across the state to implement management programs
tailored to their communities.(Contd.  Pg. 5)



DEC Named  '2021 Agency 
of the Year' by National  Deer Association

(From Pg. 4) This past year, DEC worked with the Governor and Legislature to reduce the minimum age for deer hunt-
ing with a firearm from 14 to 12. DEC also continued the successful Let Young Bucks Go and Watch Them Grow program,

expanded deer hunting hours to 30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after
sunset, and implemented requirements to wear hunter orange or pink during big
game season to improve hunter safety. DEC continues to work diligently to obtain
input from the hunting community and public in administering a deer manage-
ment program that controls deer populations, optimizes recreational opportunities
for New Yorkers, and manages disease risks. DEC also congratulates Dr. Krysten
Schuler for being recognized by the National Deer Association as the
Professional Deer Manager of the Year and her integral work as part of DEC's
wildlife health program. Dr. Schuler was recognized for her leadership in manag-
ing and slowing the spread of CWD nationally and her substantial contributions
to CWD prevention in New York. Dr. Schuler is a wildlife disease ecologist,
assistant research professor at Cornell University's Wildlife Health Lab. In addi-
tion to her work with CWD, Dr. Schuler is closely involved with DEC wildlife
programs, providing expertise in DEC's assessment of impacts of lead ammuni-
tion, monitoring of mange in black bears, research on juvenile moose health and
survival, and contaminants in waterfowl.

"DEC is fortunate to have Dr. Schuler in New York, and we join the NDA
in recognizing her contributions to deer management and wildlife health in New
York and nationally," Commissioner Seggos said. "As this year's awards demon-
strate, New Yorkers are leading the way to ensuring a healthy deer population
now and into the future."
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Find Me
Mysterious Book Report No. 472

by John Dwaine Mc Kenna
Hope Miller is the name adopted by a young woman  who doesn't know

her real identity . . . or where she came from.  She was found fifteen years
ago, in a wrecked and stolen SUV, unconscious and severely injured.  The
woman who discovered the accident in a remote area just outside of
Hopewell, New Jersey, is Lyndsay Kelley––a young defense lawyer from
New York City––who was visiting her parents, where they still live in the
house where she grew up.  Lyndsay has been protecting, guiding and

looking out for Hope ever since.
As Find Me, (Harper Collins, $26.99, 304 pages, ISBN 978-0-06-285336-3), by Alafair

Burke begins, Hope has just announced that she's relocating to East Hampton, Long Island,
where her mentor Lyndsay fears she won't be able to survive on her own.  A short time after the
move, those fears are realized when Hope disappears, leaving a single drop of blood as the only
clue.  When  CODIS, the national Combined DNA Index System available only to law enforce-
ment, matches the sample to the DNA of a Wichita, Kansas serial killer, followed by the death
of a local businessman soon after, lead police to believe that Hope is a killer and not a victim.  That's when Ellie Hatcher
gets involved.  She's a NYPD homicide detective with roots in Wichita, where her father, also a homicide detective, was so
obsessed  with solving the serial killer case that he took his own life . . . an event that Ellie refuses to believe happened.
Thereafter, Ms. Burke skillfully weaves plot, subplot and back-story into a dynamic, irresistible cold case file and can't look
away ––twisty psychological thriller combined with a police procedural which will have readers racing to the conclu-
sion––while at the same time wishing that the novel were several hundred pages longer.  It's an incredibly difficult achieve-
ment most writers only dream of doing.  The MBR's advice: get your own copy of Alafair Burke's Find Me and join her
ever-growing legions of fans.  You won't regret it.  Not ever!!

Like the review?  Let your friends know, You saw it in the Mysterious Book Report, because the greatest compliment
you can give is to share our work with others.

Check out our combined website that's simple to use and easy as pie to leave your comments!  We're looking forward to
hearing from all of you.

http://Johndwainemckenna.com or  http://Mysteriousbookreport.com

http://Johndwainemckenna.com
http://Mysteriousbookreport.com


Healing Arts
If we three siblings were sick, my mom would summon Dr. Gerde who would show up at the

house with his black leather medical satchel.  I can still feel his cool catcher's mitt size of a palm on
my forehead as a thermometer was thrust under my tongue.  The medicine was dispatched and a
phone call followed up the visit.  It was personal.

At my recent hospital stay, the doctor was the furthest removed from patient care.  My surgeon
spoke to me shortly before the anesthesiologist put me out.  We spoke right after surgery as I was coming around.  I never saw
him again.  Even at my post op visit to have surgical bandages removed and thirty-four staples removed, I saw a PN.

I was hospitalized during Covid surge.  I kept recalling Tonto asking, “Who was that masked stranger?”  My care was very
remote.  Masked people came and went never to be seen again.  

Hospitals now have Hospitalists.  So an orthopedic hospitalist, an internal medicine hospitalist , a cardiac hospitalist visit-
ed me.  No one came closer than five feet and no one examined me.  I will see their names on the bill.

Then technicians come by to do vitals and draw more blood.  Different ones each time.
The only personal care came from nurses who dispensed medicine, performed transfusions and infusions, and changed band-

ages.  They were caring and attentive but overworked and always on to the next thing.  
Even the aides were overworked.  No sponge baths, no back rubs, no grooming.  In 6 days I had one gown change.  I had

to ask for some soapy wash cloths to spiff up.
The social worker came twice, once as I was leaving.  A Physical Therapist and an Occupational Therapist came often but

never the same one.  They were the closest personal connection except for the most important person of all.  
The cleaning lady wearing an elf hat and a smile made my day.  She arranged all the things I could not reach; she hummed

and chatted; she cheerfully cleaned my room and opened the blinds.  We talked about her family and mine.  
A large screen computer in my room was how all these personnel communicated with each other.   No one communicated

with me.  I found it ironic that the hierarchy of personal medical care was in inverse proportion to pay scale.
There was one thing missing in the healing process, the personal touch.  I would look forward to my chatty cleaning elf.

She would even ask me, “How are you doing today?  
I could almost feel Dr. Gerde's reassuring palm on my forehead.

The FamilyMemoir, PROSILIO...
... in Greek means "Toward the Sun," was
written by Carol Olsen LaMonda.  Carol writes
the column "The Olive Jar" for Ye  O l d e
Tr i - Va l l e y Townsman. This local author has

been busy guesting at
book clubs who have cho-
sen this local memoir as
their book choice.  Feel
the warmth of “Prosilio”
as you read Carol’s
memoirs cuddled up in
your favorite chair.  It
also makes a great gift!
Prosilio is available at
Amazon or Barnes and
Noble on-line as a soft
or hard cover  or  as  a
downloadable  e-book

for Nook or Kindle. Go to:
http://amazon.com or http://barnesandno-
ble.com and type in Prosilio in the search to
order  your copy of Prosilio
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T h e  O l i v e  J a rT h e  O l i v e  J a r
by Carol Olsen LaMonda

http://amazon.com
http://barnesandno-ble


As Omicron Surge Continues Strain
on Health Care Workforce,

Gillibrand announces Bipartisan
Bill to Address Retention and
Recruitment of Health Care

Professionals Through Student
Loan Repayment Program 

• New York State Health Care System Overwhelmed
by Rapid Omicron Spread; More Than 5 Million

New Yorkers Live In Primary Care Health
Professional Shortage Areas; More Than 20 NYS

Hospitals Nearing Capacity Have Stopped Performing All Elective Surgeries
• The Bipartisan BIO Preparedness Workforce Act Would Help Alleviate Strain

and Grow the Infectious Disease and Pandemic Preparedness Workforce
WASHINGTON, D.C. -  As the New York State health care system battles worker shortages and
hospital strain, U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is announcing her support of the Bolstering
Infectious Outbreak (BIO) Preparedness Workforce Act. The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed
gaps in our nation's preparedness for public health emergencies and as Omicron continues to
spread, many New York State hospitals are facing severe staffing shortages and are nearing capac-
ity. This bipartisan bill would help address retention and recruitment issues in the health care
workforce by removing financial barriers and authorizing $50 million to establish a new student
loan repayment program for infectious disease clinicians and bio-preparedness health care profes-
sionals. 

“We are starting this year as we finished the last - our health care system and providers are
under historic levels of stress and they need reinforcements,” said Senator Gillibrand. “This bipar-
tisan bill would establish a loan repayment program to meet the needs of our nation's health care
workforce and attract more students to receive vital clinical care training. We must do everything
in our power to eliminate financial barriers and encourage the next generation of infectious dis-
ease and public health professionals so New York is well equipped for future crises.”
(Contd. Pg 11)

. 

THE TOWNSMANPAGE  7 JANUARY 13, 2022

http;//gnomehomeinc.com http;//gnomehomeinc.com

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com

A Job Well Done
Roovs • Decks • Additions • Kitchen • Bathrooms

Interior & Exterior Painting and Staining
Flood Damage Repairs

Foundations • Beam • Sil Plates • Joists Repairs
Concrete Projects

845-428-4518   •   Free Estimates

http://gnomehomeinc.com
http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com


News from your Town of Neversink
Parks & Rec

(From Pg. 1) A BIG BIG THANK
YOU to our community members
Joan Mingo, Stu Alexander, Dana
McCarthy, Amanda Snook-Barnes,
Jen Thomas, Eng-San & Halle Kho
and Cory Dame  who have stepped
up and are volunteering.  We still

need more volunteers, so if you are willing to help out please
reach out to Parks & Rec at cwparksandrec@gmail.com.

And we cannot go forward without thanking Ric, Patrick and
Becky Coombe who help to take care of our ice, and Walt
Zeitschel who is our go to man for everything related to the
rink from monitoring and managing during open hours to
helping with maintaining the ice.   Your community can't
thank all of you enough for giving them this fun family activ-
ity during these cold winter months.  

Our current hours of operation at the Community Ice Rink
are: 

Tuesday,  Thursdays & Fridays      7 pm - 9 pm
Saturdays     1 pm - 3 pm & 7 pm - 9 pm 

Sundays    1 pm - 5 pm
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Ben Knight
845-985-0516 • 845-665-3348
Fall  Cleanups

Firewood 
Buy from the best

Don’t be undercut by the rest

Pruning
• Shrubs • Fruit Trees • Ornamental Trees

Custom Complete Lawn Care • Edging 
Raised Flowerbeads • Mulching • Light Landscaping  

Over 20 years experience 
Residential and Commercial 

Fully Insured
Check out our website:

http://wwwbloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
“If it grows by day, have it cut & split by Knight”
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Make sure to check our Facebook page for changes to these
hours of operation due to weather conditions and to see if we have
any special events scheduled at the rink.    And remember:  ALL
SKATERS, YOUNG AND OLD, MUST WEAR HELMETS ON
THE ICE!

Other exciting news from your
Parks & Rec Team is our upcoming
WINTERFEST!   Mark your cal-
endars for Saturday, February 12th
(blizzard date: February 19th)
when we will have our first
Winterfest from noon till 7 pm at
the Grahamsville Fairgrounds.
There will be vendors selling
homemade crafts and other prod-
ucts.  We will have food and drinks
provided by vendors, our Tri-
Valley school organizations and
our youth sport organizations.  And
plenty of fun activities for all ages.
And the Ice Rink will be open dur-
ing the event.   Check our Facebook page for updates.  

For those skiers in our community, Holiday Mountain has once
again provided discount days for our Town of Neversink and Tri-
Valley School residents.  Details are posted on our Facebook page.

Any questions send them to cwparksandrec@gmail.com.   And
as always, be safe, stay healthy and most of all be happy.

Cher (your Parks & Rec Director) 

Christine Grim and Janine selling cocoa and
snaks at the rink

Learning to skate

Christine Grim TV Jr. Class Advisor setting up to sell

Fun on the ice 

http://wwwbloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com


Unexpected
Catskill

Pleasures!

Every year brings with it the
tradition of New Year's resolu-
tions- promises to change,
improve, or do something differ-
ently. Our Sullivan Catskills has
long been a place where people
come for self-improvement.
Whether you're seeking better
health, relaxation, or just the
peacefulness of the country,
come on up to our legendary
vacationland. We promise you'll
find some unexpected pleasures.

Get outdoors and take in
some exercise-with an alpaca!
Our friends at Buck Brook
Alpacas will teach you harness
& show basics so you can apply
your new skills with a refreshing
guided walk around the farm
with your own alpaca. Now that's
unexpected!

Another great way to enjoy
our outdoors is on our hiking
trails- quiet and peaceful in win-
ter and perfect for any fitness
level. Who doesn't benefit from a
dose of retail therapy? And
strolling down our main streets
to shop is as good for your body
as it is for your soul. Shop til you
drop in Mountain Dale,
Wurtsboro, Roscoe, Monticello,
Narrowsburg, Liberty, Callicoon,
Eldred, Hurleyville, Barryville,
and Livingston Manor. If it's too
cold for you, then you might
consider driving around to visit
the 60 hand-painted doves on the
Sullivan Catskills Dove Trail.

Know what else is good for your body? Yoga at Yo1 Health Resort, The Yoga Space at Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre
and Kenoza Hall; pilates at Find the Midline Pilates, massage at Crystal Life Spa at Resorts World Catskills, and strength train-
ing at Flex Appeal and at Villa Roma and Chi Hive. Look here for all the fabulous ways you can focus on self-care to start the
new year in our Sullivan Catskills.

Good food does a body good, too. Our chefs love to satisfy a hearty appetite with their very own brand of Catskill-icous cui-
sine. And you'll definitely want to treat yourself to the fine selection of good cheer on the Good Taste Beverage Trail featuring
award-winning wine, beer, spirits and ciders.

The final piece to self-improvement of course is good sleep. Plan a weekend sleepover at a full-service resort, vacation rental,
small inn, or B&B. Our hoteliers are offering some very enticing Winter Specials!

Pack your bags (and your facemasks, too). We're wearing ours because everyone's health is important. And everywhere you
go you can be assured that we're all following our Catskills Confidence program to keep us all safe and healthy.

We're just a 90-minute drive from Manhattan. Close. Clean. Confident and ready to help you work on your New Year's
Resolutions!
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http://neversinkgeneralstore.com 

http://neversinkgeneralstore.com
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UC  Executive Pat Ryan and the
Ulster County Deputy Sheriff's
Police Benevolent Association

(PBA) Announce Tentative Five-
Year Contract Agreement 

The Ulster County Deputy Sheriff's PBA includes all
Deputies, Detectives, Sergeants and Dispatchers at the sher-

iff's office. Once adopted by the Legislature, all Ulster
County bargaining units will have a contract.

KINGSTON, N.Y. - Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan and the
Ulster County Sheriff's Police Benevolent Association, repre-
senting all Deputies, Detectives, Sergeants and Dispatchers at
the Sheriff's Office, announced today a tentative five-year con-
tract agreement. Once the contract is approved by the Ulster
County Legislature, all Ulster County bargaining units will be
under contract. 

“I am proud that we have reached this agreement with the
PBA, and that Ulster County will soon have contracts with all of
our bargaining units,” County Executive Pat Ryan said. “This
new contract recognizes the hard work of our employees, espe-
cially given the challenges that they have faced since the out-
break of COVID-19.”

“I am very pleased with the collective bargaining agree-
ment that the Ulster County PBA, the Ulster County
Executive and the Sheriff agreed to,” Ulster County Sheriff
Juan Figueroa said.  “The Deputies of this Office, working
through an opioid epidemic, a once in a century pandemic,
new state laws, and current historical events, are dedicated to
the safety of the residents of Ulster County and will contin-
ue to be keepers of the peace in these unique times. The com-
mitment to enhanced training and building community rela-
tionships are the cornerstone of our continued success.”

“We are pleased we have reached this agreement,” President
of the Ulster County Sheriff's PBA Collin Reynolds said. “It
helps recognize the selfless work our men and women do on a
daily basis to serve the residents and visitors of Ulster County.”

The five-year agreement covers the period January 1, 2020
through December 31, 2024. The County employees represent-
ed by PBA will receive a $1,250 off-base signing bonus,
increases in the county's share of health insurance costs in retire-
ment, and raises across the board to help with both recruitment
and retention. This agreement is part of County Executive
Ryan's commitment to support and recognize the hard work of
Ulster County's frontline workers who have stepped up during
the course of the pandemic. 

Last month, more than 90% of voting PBA membership rat-
ified the contract agreement. The agreement will now go before
the Ulster County Legislature for adoption. 



Health Care Epidemiology, American Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science, American Society for Clinical
Pathology, HIV Dental Alliance, HIV + Hepatitis Policy
Institute, National Hispanic Medical Association,
National Medical Association, National Virus Hepatitis
Roundtable, National Working Positive Coalition, Latino
Commission on AIDS, National Black Gay Men's
Advocacy Coalition, Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Society, Physician Assistant Education Association, Ryan
White Medical Providers Coalition, Society of Infectious
Diseases Pharmacists, University of Wisconsin Health
System, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and
Public Health, Vivent Health, Wisconsin Medical
Society, and the Wisconsin Hospital Association.

This bill is led by Senators Tammy Baldwin (D-WI),
Susan Collins (R-ME), Jacky Rosen (D-NV), Lisa
Murkowski (R-AK), and Ben Cardin (D-MD).

The full text of the Bolstering Infectious Outbreak
(BIO) Preparedness Workforce Act can be found at:
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/download/bio-prepared-
ness-workforce-act

Sullivan County Acquires
15,000 More KN95 Masks

Distribution Continues Tuesday
at Transportation Building

Monticello, NY - Thanks to efforts by Public Safety
Commissioner Thomas Farney, Sullivan County has
acquired 15,000 more KN95 masks, in addition to the
34,500 it received from the State earlier this month.

As a result, Community Resources Commissioner
Laura Quigley is pleased to announce that another drive-
thru pick-up event has been scheduled for 3-6 p.m.
Tuesday, January 11 at the Transportation Building, 401
County Route 183 (Airport Road), Swan Lake, NY. 

“We also continue to work with our local towns,
libraries and housing complexes to keep distributing
these useful masks,” explained Quigley. “As always, I
welcome more complexes to give our Community
Assistance Center a call (845-807-0925) if they would
like some for their residents.”

Any Sullivan County resident is welcome to come on
Tuesday to pick up masks for themselves and their fami-
lies. Residents should remain in their vehicles.
Identification showing Sullivan County residency will be
required, and drivers should be wearing a mask when
conversing with staff and volunteers.

KN95 masks also continue to be available at the
Government Center during normal business hours.
Inquire at the Sheriff's desk in the lobby.

As supplies last, local libraries have masks available
as well. Call first before travelling to pick up masks.

For those unable to access these locations, contact the
Community Assistance Center at 845-807-0925 for help.
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The Scene Too
-Jane Harrison

No column this week.– will be back on board next week with
a good story!  Have a great week.  Stay safe and stay masked!

As Omicron Surge Continues
Strain on Health Care
Workforce, Gillibrand

announces Bipartisan Bill to
Address Retention and

Recruitment of Health Care
Professionals Through Student

Loan Repayment Program
(From Pg. 7) A June 2020 study in the Annals of
Internal Medicine found that 208 million Americans live
in areas with little or no access to an infectious disease
(ID) provider. In 2020, only 75% of infectious diseases
training programs were able to fill all their slots, in part
due to lower salaries for ID providers than nearly all other
specialties, including general internal medicine. Given
that the average medical student debt is over $200,000,
the ID specialty and related bio-preparedness work are a
financially infeasible choice for many. Physicians, nurses,
laboratory professionals, and other health care profes-
sionals have also been working intense hours in an envi-
ronment of health risks, uncertainty, and overwhelming
patient loss, contributing to severe burnout during the
pandemic. Many have considered early retirement, exac-
erbating existing workforce concerns and threatening the
future of this critical workforce.

Qualified individuals working in infectious disease
and bio-preparedness and response, including physicians,
clinical pharmacists, physician assistants, and advanced
practice registered nurses, may receive up to $50,000 for
each year of service, up to a total of $150,000 in loan
repayment.

The BIO Preparedness Workforce Act is supported by
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, Infectious
Diseases Society of America, American Medical
Association, American Hospital Association, American
Association of Medical Colleges, National Rural Health
Association, Association for Clinical Microbiology,
American Society for Microbiology, American Dental
Association, Association of Professionals in Infection
Prevention and Epidemiology, HIV Medicine
Association, AIDS Institute, AIDS United, American
Academy of HIV Medicine, American College of Clinical
Pharmacy, American Institute of Dental Public Health,
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, GLMA: Health
Professionals Advancing LGBTQ Equality, American
Association for the Study of Liver Disease, Society for

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/download/bio-prepared-ness-
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P O Box 357
Grahamsville, NY 12740

Tel: 845-985-2284 – Fax: 845-985-2498

http://tothepointgraphics.50megs.com

http://www.firstclassformalwear.com

Gov Hochul announces Direct
Payments to Healthcare

Workers as Part of $10 Billion
Healthcare Plan

Largest Ever Investment Will
Grow New York Healthcare

Workforce by 20 Percent
Over Five Years 

•  Invests $4 Billion in Wages and Bonuses, Including $3,000
Retention Payments to Full-Time Healthcare Workers  
• Retains, Rebuilds, and Grows Healthcare Workforce Through
Wages, Bonuses, Cost of Living Adjustments, Strengthened
Career Pipeline, Expanded Access to Training and Education  
• Strengthens Healthcare System with Investments in
Infrastructure, Access and Delivery

Governor Kathy Hochul today announced a $10 billion multi-
year investment in healthcare, the largest in State history, to
rebuild and grow the healthcare workforce and strengthen the
healthcare system as part of the 2022 State of the State. The plan
will invest $10 billion in New York State's healthcare sector,
including more than $4 billion to support wages and bonuses for
healthcare workers, and will invest in the healthcare workforce
development pipeline to meet the current and increasing demand
for medical professionals.   

"From the very beginning of the pandemic, New York's
healthcare workers have been on the front lines," Governor
Hochul said. "We must stop the current hemorrhaging of health-
care workers, and we need to not just say we owe them a debt of
gratitude, but actually pay them the debt we owe. The health of
every New Yorker depends on a strong, stable, and equitable
healthcare system, and healthcare workers are its very founda-
tion. With the largest ever investment in healthcare, we will
retain, rebuild, and grow our healthcare workforce and ensure we
deliver the highest quality healthcare for New Yorkers."   

The pandemic has dramatically exacerbated healthcare work-
force concerns, impacting the experience of our essential workers as
well as access to high quality care for New Yorkers. As of June 2021,
New York's healthcare workforce was still 3 percent below pre-pan-
demic levels, and 11 percent below where it would need to be by the
end of 2022 to keep up with pre-pandemic projected demand. 

Make a $10 Billion Investment in Our Healthcare Sector and
Support Wages for Workers 

New York's essential health and human services workers have
seen us through a once-in-a-century public health crisis and
turned our state into a model for battling - and beating - COVID-
19. But many of these workers are still earning a wage far below
what they need to sustain a household and a fair quality of life. 

To grow New York's healthcare workforce by 20 percent over
the next 5 years, Governor Hochul will make a $10 billion, multi-
year investment in healthcare, including more than $4 billion to
support wages and bonuses for healthcare workers.   Key compo-
nents of this multi-year investment include: 
o $2 billion to support healthcare wages 
o $2 billion to support healthcare and mental hygiene worker
retention bonuses, with up to $3,000 bonuses going to full-time
workers who remain in their positions for one year, and pro-rated
bonuses for those working fewer hours 
o $500 million for Cost of Living Adjustments (COLAs) to help
raise wages for human services workers 
o $2 billion for healthcare capital infrastructure and improved
lab capacity 
o Other investments in workforce and healthcare access and
delivery .  (Contd. Pg. 26)

http://www.firstclassformalwear.com
http://tothepointgraphics.50megs.com
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Senator Mike Martucci
Delivers Senate Republican

Response to 
Governor Hochul's 

2022 State of the State
Address

For everyone, the start of a New Year presents us with an
important opportunity to take stock of the past year… to make
an honest assessment of the challenges that we face… and to
set new goals for the coming year.

For each of us personally, the New Year is a good time to
remember that despite all challenges we have a lot to be
thankful for.

As Legislators, now is the time to consider how our state
has gotten into this mess, and more importantly, how we can
best get out of it.

New Yorkers were rocked last year by the scandals and
cover-ups that forced Andrew Cuomo to resign in disgrace.

Now, we have a new Governor, and we stand ready to work
with her in a spirit of bi-partisanship and good faith to move
our state forward. 

As we enter 2022, New York is clearly facing enormous
challenges….

Crime and violence are skyrocketing.
Our economy has been badly battered by high taxes, over-

regulation and a hostile business climate. 
And, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues, our state lead-

ership is once again making many of the same mistakes and
blunders that we saw under the prior administration.

So, while Andrew Cuomo has left office in disgrace, his
terrible policies live on.

These problems clearly represent major challenges for our
state. We, the Senate Republican Conference, are ready to
tackle these challenges head-on.

Here's how…
Let's face facts:  The soft-on-crime, anti-police policies

imposed by New York City Radicals working with Andrew
Cuomo have been an unmitigated disaster, fueling violence
and undermining public safety throughout our state. 

We must end cashless bail for dangerous criminals, restore
judicial discretion, and stop giving get-out-of-jail-free cards
to people who wreak havoc on our streets time-and-time
again.

We can and we must support critical mental health and
addiction services. But we can do these things while at the
same time restoring respect for the law, and supporting the
courageous law enforcement professionals who keep our com-
munities safe. 

We also have a great deal of work to do in terms of fixing
our economy, creating jobs and making our state more afford-
able. 

Yes, we've been hit hard by COVID… but New York's
economy was in bad shape long before this pandemic hit.  

Here's what we need to do to reverse the trend of people
leaving our state in droves.

We must reduce taxes, period. 
We need to support our struggling family farms and small

businesses, instead of punishing them with more taxes and red
tape.

We should target state investment to strengthen our work-
force, expand broadband and improve our energy and trans-
portation infrastructures - putting New Yorkers to work to
rebuilding our economy.

By virtually every measure, New York has been hit harder
by this pandemic than any other state. 

And like many New Yorkers, Senate Republicans believe
that our state government should be doing a better job in tack-
ling this crisis and moving our state forward again.

Our message is simple and straightforward. “No more gov-
ernment by Executive Order.”

No governor - from either political party - should ever be
allowed to rule without checks and balances, accountability
and legislative oversight. 

Oppressive mandates are an affront to our democracy, and
they can also produce disastrous consequences.  We saw this
very clearly with Governor Cuomo's nursing home scandal
and cover-up. 

Our state leaders need to be working in partnership with
local leaders... with our local hospitals and nursing homes…
and with our dedicated front-line health care professionals.

We need clear and consistent communications with fami-
lies, schools, and small businesses all across the state.

We need to expand access to vaccines, boosters and rapid
testing resources in every region of New York. 

One-size-fits-all Albany Mandates are not the solution to
our problems-they are the problem.

In addition to the Senate Republicans' proactive Take Back
New York agenda, our conference will also be leading the
fight against many of the misguided policies now being dis-
cussed in Albany.

The political extremists and socialists who now dominate
State politics are hell-bent on enacting a radical agenda. They
are more concerned with their own political survival than
doing the work of the people.

So when they try to enact more pro-criminal, anti-cop poli-
cies, we're going to do everything we can to stop them.

When they try to let non-U.S. citizens vote in our local
elections, we are going to fight tooth and nail against it.

When they try to increase gas taxes by up to 50 cents per
gallon - at a time when New Yorkers are already being ham-
mered by inflation - we're going to call it out.

And when extremists try to endanger our communities and
use our classrooms for social experimentation- we're going to
say “no.”

As we enter the New Year and the 2022 Legislative
Session, it is important to remember that we've been confront-
ed by major challenges throughout our state's long history. 

New Yorkers have never failed to rise to the occasion at
any of those times.

For that to happen again, they need a government worthy
of them. One that promotes hope, growth and opportunity
instead of fear, distrust and control.

By restoring common sense and checks and balances to our
state government, Senate Republicans know that we can - and
we must - overcome the historic challenges we face in 2022
and beyond.    

Thank you, and may God bless every New Yorker.
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Please note that winning entries will be required to submit a
HIGH resolution image for printing (300 dpi and 5000 pixels
on longest side).  Do not submit more than 3 images. 

2.  ENTRY FEE:  Members of the Wayne County Arts
Alliance may enter without paying a fee.  
For non-members, the entry fee is $10 for 1 entry, $15 for 2
entries, and $20 for 3 entries.  
You may become a new member in order to waive this fee
(see below, #7).
Payment can be made here:
waynecountyartsalliance.org/the-great-wall-of-honesdale/

3.  Selections will be made based on artistic quality, graphic
strength, and interpretation of the theme.  The Wall is most
often viewed from a distance, so strong graphic interest is
important to be effective.  All submissions should be hori-
zontal and able to accommodate minimal cropping, as need-
ed.

4.  Enter your submission(s) via this email: greatwallen-
try@gmail.com 
Please put “Great Wall Entry” in the subject line.  Include
ALL contact info in the body of the email (full name,
address, phone number, preferred contact method), and
attach jpeg files with specs listed above in #1.
o If you are a student, please include “Student Entry” in
your submission.  
o The Honesdale Jaycees have generously supported a
panel in the past, and artwork for that panel will be selected
from qualified student entries.

5.  Deadline for entry is midnight EST on Sunday, February
20, 2022.  Chosen entries will be notified on Monday, March
7, 2022.

6.  If you do not adhere to the above rules, your submission
may not be considered.

7.  The Wall is sponsored by the generosity of local patrons
and supporters.   Thanks to many donations throughout the
year, artists will not be required to financially cover the pro-
duction of their vinyl panel this year!  Artists will have the
option to purchase their panel at the end of the year for $250.
This money will then move into the Artist Fund for 2023.  
o The Wall is an affiliate of the Wayne County Arts Alliance
(WCAA). 

_ To become a member of the WCAA (which waives the
entry fee), please visit:
http://waynecountyartsalliance.org/membership/ 

In addition to exhibition opportunities for members
throughout the year at Honesdale's Main St. Gallery, mem-
bership supports our non-profit mission and aids in expenses
necessary for high quality programming in our community
and beyond.

Please see the WCAA website for full details, or email:
waynecountyartsalliance@gmail.com with membership
questions.

We strongly encourage artists of all backgrounds and ages
to submit their work, including high school students!!

Questions?  
Email Maggie Fuller and Phyllis Chekenian at

mailto:greatwallentry@gmail.com with plenty of time before
the deadline.

Assemblymember Cahill's
Statement on the Rejection of

IRC Gerrymandering
Assembly took the necessary measures to assure a timely

completion of the important task of redistricting.  The failure
of the so-called “Independent” Redistricting Commission to
advance a single set of cohesive reapportionment maps result-
ed in a bipartisan rejection of their cobbled together submis-
sion of multiple plans that do not meet even the basic guide-
lines that were their charge.  

Locally, the splitting of Dutchess and Ulster Counties into
multiple districts, reaching tendrils far into other areas,
reflects the same bad policy used to form the constituencies I
opposed and voted against a decade ago.  This blatant disen-
franchisement of our neighbors by the tried and true "divide
and conquer" approach cannot be allowed to stand.

The Commission has a second chance to return, by
January 25th, more reasonable maps that are contiguous,
cohesive, equal and representative of communities of interest
across New York State.  Should they fail to do so for a second
time, I will again join the vast majority of my colleagues in
rejecting them.  It will then fall to the legislature to undertake
the task itself.  

Attention Artists!
Call for Entries

Announcing an open call for artists in
all mediums for presentation on 

The Great Wall of Honesdale 2022!
The Great Wall of Honesdale is entering its 7th year, and

has become a landmark in Wayne County, PA.  More than
100,000 cars pass by The Wall in a week and see the 11' x 17'
foot panels.  The 2022 edition will premiere in June.  The 12
panels will be on display for an entire year.  In addition, each
artist is permanently featured on The Wall's website, which
includes a link to their personal website or social media:
http://www.thegreatwallofhonesdale.com

The theme for 2022 is illumination.   This is entirely open to
the artist's interpretation.

ILLUMINATION, noun

1. lighting or light
2. a display of lights on a building or other structure
3. clarification
4. spiritual or intellectual enlightenment

What is your personal experience from the past year?  Has
anything become more clear to you?  What issues do you
think need additional light?  Have you found clarity from an
unlikely source?

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:

1.  Please submit up to three jpeg images for consideration.
Low resolution images are requested for judging (72 dpi and
650 pixels on longest side).  

http://waynecountyartsalliance.org/membership/
mailto:greatwallentry@gmail.com
http://www.thegreatwallofhonesdale.com
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made from
Black Alder
wood
30 Ob-jective
reality or gen-
uine
34 Frank
Baum’s fanta-
sy land
35 Not shal-
low
36 Cleric
37 The color
of Black
Alder
berries
38 Employ
39 Egal-
itarian-ism
40 Flrida
41 Capi-
tal of Italy
44 Refuse
to comply
47 Excla-
mation of
surprise
49 Be-
longing to
Adam and
Eve’s gar-
den
50 Relat-
ing to
mental
intellect’
52 Mountain
54 Mutilate

ACROSS
1 Aware
7 Living
Room
10 Vision
14 Exists
15 United
States
16 Oration
18 One of the
slender curved
bone protec-
tion the tho-
racic cavity
19 Nocturnal
flying mam-
mal
20 Large
amount
22 Not silent
23 RelatIng to
a teenager
24 Nearby
25 Study of
the nature of
God
26 Female
chicken
27 Less than
average height
31 Perceives
with the eyes
32 Chem. ele-
ment Argon
33 Staff
36 College
attended by
Martin Luther

112 Chem. ele-
ment telllurium
113 Road

DOWN
1 Jewish mysti-
cal tradition
2 Skilled public
speaker
3 Overall
4 Projection on
a rotating part
of machinery
5 Cry of pain
6 Escort
7 Union
8 Depend on
9 Close
10 Doctor
11 Solemn cere-
monial act
12 King was
the pastor of
this church
13 Someone’s
established set
of attitudes
16 Sun
17 Colorado
21 State that
observed
Human Rights
Day until 2000
28 Objection
29 According to
their mytholo-
gy, the first
humans were

tions 
76 Avoid
77 Pastry
78 Secretary-
General of the
U.N. from ‘58-
’61
80 Northeast
82 Part of the
human psyche
84 Birthplace of
Martin Luther
King, JR.
86 Martin
Luther King,
Jr’s. wife
89 Regarding
90 Term for
Cantonese lan-
guage
92 Alaska’s
largest city
98 Ratio of the
circumference of
a circle to its
diameter
100 Short sleep
102 Yiddish dish
103 “__ &
Andy”
105 Submissive
107 Modus
operandi
108 Surround-ed
by something
109 Icons
110 Curved line
111 Delaware

King, Jr.
40 Turn to ice
42 Rupees
43 Search
45 A great deal
46 Long period
of time
48 Thick
51 City where
Martin Luther
King , Jr. was
assassinated
53 Female deer
54 Male
human
57 Trial
58 Honey-pro-
ducing insect
59 Hindu
rosary
60 Distinctive
philosophy
62 High degree
of heat
64 Against
66 Moral
68 Street
70 Swedish
chemist, entre-
preneur and
pacifist who
invented dyna-
mite
72 Be seated
73 Internation-
al system of
telegraphy
74 Folk tradi-

55 Badger
56 Belong-
ing to him
57 Trade-
mark
58 Bachelor
of Arts
61 Female
saint
62 Celebrat-
ion
63 Slender
woodwind
with a dou-
ble reed
mouthpiece
65 That
thing
67 Small
freshwater
tropical

brightly col-
ored fish
69 Overseer
71 Organ-
ized and
directed
75 South
America
76 Lower
half of a two
piece gar-
ment
77 Excava-
tion
79 Noted
civil rights
leader in
India

81 Executive
Order
83 Had a
cherished
aspiration
85 Quake
87 Lukewarm
88 Multitude
91 United
Nations
93 Penny
94 Hour
95 Lines of
light
96 Chat
97 Face value
of a stock
99 I have

Broccoli Quiche
1 (10 oz). pkg. frozen broccoli

1 c. chopped onion
1 c chopped green pepper

1 1/2 c shredded Cheddar cheese
1/2 c. Parmesan cheese
1/4 c chopped parsley

1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp  pepper

1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/2 tsp oregano

1 1/2 c milk
1 c. Bisquick

3 eggs
Grease  10 x 1 1/2 inch pie plate.  Mix broc-

coli, onion, green pepper, cheese, Parmesan
cheese, parsley, salt, pepper, garlic powder and
oregano.  Put in pie plate.  Beat the milk, eggs
and Bisquick until smooth (1 minute).  Bake 45
mintuest to 1 hour until golden brown.

Let stand 5 minutes and serve.

‘‘ II    HHHHaavveeee    aa    DDrreeeeaammmm””    --     L. Comando (contrac-
tion)
101 Author
of “The
Raven”
104 Not
new
105 Father
106 State
that official-
ly began 
to observe

Martin
Luther
King, Jr’s.
birthday as
an official
holiday in
2000

https://sudoko.com
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FFuunn
PPaaggee

–– L. Comando
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LEGALS/PUBLIC NOTICES

Fallsburg CSD  
Board of Education

January Meeting
January 19, 2022

Please Take
Notice:

Covid-19 Home
Test Kits 

are available at
Town of Denning

Town Hall 
1567 Denning Road

Claryville, NY

Mondays through
Thursdays 

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
until they 
are gone.

Call (845) 985-
2411  for more
information.

Full Time
Residents Only

Proof of Denning 
residency
required

ONE kit per
household 

(2 tests)
Signature
required 

Ulster County 
is tracking 
distribution

Tri-Valley CSD  Board Meeting
Regular Meeting #14 - 

Thursday, January 20, 2022
Call to Order - 6:00 p.m. - Secondary School Library 

Lower Level
Anticipated Proposed Executive Session -

6:00 p.m. - Secondary School Library Upper Level
Regular Meeting resumes - approximately 7:00 p.m. - 

Secondary School Library Lower Level

All Board Meetings will be broadcast on our
YouTube Live Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkI224vKQ8nAWhR6NVa
o24w/live

LEGAL NOTICE

SPECIAL ELECTION OF THE NEVERSINK
FIRE DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special
Election of the Neversink Fire District will
take place on Tuesday, January 25, 2022
between the hours of 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm at
the Neversink Fire Station located at 7486
State Route 55 Neversink NY 12765 for the
purpose of:

Electing one commissioner for a two
year term commencing on January 25, 2022
and ending December 31, 2023.  The candi-
dates running for theoffice of Fire District
Commissioner are Ken Bivins and James
Darling.

This is a Special Election conducted pursuant
to Town Law §174(2).

Only those persons who are residents of the
Neversink Fire District on or before December
27, 2021 and who are registered to vote with
the Sullivan County Board of Elections on or
before January 3, 2022 shall be eligible to vote
in this Special Election.

December 16, 2021
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
NEVERSINK FIRE DISTRICT
7486 State Route 55
Neversink, NY 12765

1/6; 1/13

1/13

1/13

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkI224vKQ8nAWhR6NVa
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COVID-19 Response 
Shifts in Sullivan

County Debuting New Ways
of Combatting Pandemic

Liberty, NY - Due to the rapidly changing COVID-19 pandem-
ic situation, Sullivan County is announcing strategic changes to
balance the responsibility to protect public health with enabling
schools and workplaces to safely stay open. 
“Through this change in our response strategy, we aim to clari-
fy and simplify the continually evolving guidance from the State
and Federal governments for Sullivan County residents,”
explained Health & Family Services Commissioner John
Liddle. “A fact-based, common sense approach to our current
situation will help everyone make decisions that protect their
own health and that of the community as a whole.”

“While the rapid growth in cases is certainly cause for con-
cern, we are also very fortunate - the rise of the Omicron variant
is only causing mild to moderate illness for the vast majority of
those who are fully vaccinated,” added Public Health Director
Nancy McGraw. “Nevertheless, the total number of cases is put-
ting heavy pressure on our Public Health professionals and local
healthcare providers. This is the primary driver behind the
changes in our response strategy.”
Public Health has created a flowchart as another tool in making
healthcare decisions, which can be found at
https://sullivanny.us/Departments/Publichealth/Coronavirus.  

Public Health has also committed to providing citizens with
a daily update via its social media platform and will expand
interactions with media outlets for the duration of the current
surge in cases. 
“One important concept in our strategy has not changed - vac-
cines have proven to be very safe and highly effective at pre-
venting severe disease and hospitalization from all COVID-19
variants,” remarked McGraw. “As of January 5, less than 25%
of the patients admitted to Garnet-Catskills who test positive for
COVID-19 reported being fully vaccinated - 75-80% were
either unvaccinated, partially vaccinated, or did not report their
status. We encourage everyone 5 and older to obtain a vaccine
as soon as possible. If it has been more than 6 months since your
original vaccine series, you should also obtain a booster.”
Contact Tracing Ending

Starting Monday, January 10, Sullivan County Public Health
will discontinue COVID-19 contact tracing until otherwise
directed by the New York State Department of Health (DOH) for
high-risk congregate settings. 
“Public Health still encourages those who test positive for
COVID-19 to isolate themselves and notify their close contacts
that they may have been exposed,” explained McGraw.
“However, due to the extremely high number of cases, we have
determined that contact tracing does not provide meaningful
support in reducing the spread of COVID-19 in Sullivan County
at this moment, with the exception of those in congregate set-
tings such as schools, nursing homes, group homes, and incar-
ceration facilities.”
What to Do With Those At-Home Test Kits

Over-The-Counter (OTC) test kits have already been distrib-
uted from the State to all Sullivan County school districts and
municipalities. More are coming, as they are another useful tool
to help better understand the risks from COVID-19. 
“Because the extremely high number of cases is putting heavy
pressure on our local healthcare providers, we are advising
everyone to assume that a positive OTC test result means that
you are positive for COVID-19,” noted McGraw. “Confirmatory

PCR tests are not necessary at this point for you to follow iso-
lation guidance - stay home, avoid contact with others, and
monitor symptoms closely. If you are worried that your symp-
toms cannot be managed with over-the-counter products, con-
tact your healthcare provider. If your symptoms worsen to the
point of having difficulty breathing, do not wait for a primary
care provider: call 911 for assistance, and let them know about
your symptoms in advance.”

Beginning next week, anyone who tests positive utilizing an
at-home test will be able to report that to Public Health by enter-
ing their information in a special portal to be announced. That
portal will also provide isolation/quarantine return-to-work let-
ters automatically.
Isolation/Quarantine Rules Changing

Isolation and quarantine orders are changing to align with
Federal CDC guidance, beginning January 10. Most important-
ly, isolation and quarantine periods are being reduced from 10
days to 5 days for those who are fully vaccinated, boosted and
not experiencing symptoms on Day 5. It is important to note that
a negative test is NO LONGER REQUIRED to exit quarantine. 
“Based on all we are learning about the Omicron variant, any-
one returning to school or work after 5 days must also wear a
medical-grade mask (i.e., KN95) until the 10th day after their
exposure date,” said Liddle. “Although we still believe cloth
and basic surgical masks offer some protection against COVID-
19, data is clearly indicating the benefits of higher grade masks,
and they should be considered an essential tool for those who
are just coming out of their isolation or quarantine period. If you
need to obtain one, please contact our Community Assistance
Center at 845-807-0925.”
Test-to-Stay' Arriving

Public Health is supporting all local school districts who
wish to implement “test-to-stay” programs in their districts.
These programs are an important tool for school districts to be
able to keep kids in school safely. Individual school districts
will provide guidance to families in the days and weeks ahead
on how these programs will work locally. Public Health will be
providing assistance and consultation to schools who wish to
implement “test-to-stay” programs.
Implementing the Mask Mandate

In order to bring more financial resources to the County to
support residents, Sullivan County will accept $1 million being
offered by the State to counties who support the Statewide
indoor mask mandate. 
“We will use the funding to bolster support for our COVID-19
Info Line (845-513-2268), which will field the community's
concerns and connect any identified venues with additional
masks and public health information to enhance compliance
with the mandate,” said Liddle. “We will use the vast majority
of these funds to improve access to vaccines, masks, and test
kits for everyone in the County.” 
Continuing to Advocate for Additional Resources

“We welcome the recent support NYS government has pro-
vided us in the form of KN-95 masks and test kits,” stated
District 2 Legislator Nadia Rajsz, chair of the Legislature's
Health & Family Services Committee. “We also know they're
not enough to support the many challenges our citizens are fac-
ing right now. I've joined Sullivan County Emergency
Management in requesting staffing and supplies from the State
to expand or open new test sites in the County, and we have pur-
chased more test kits on our own for public distribution in order
to supplement the supplies provided from Albany.”
The Division of Health and Family Services appreciates the
ongoing support and advocacy from Governor Kathy Hochul,
NYS Senator Michael Martucci, Assemblywoman Aileen
Gunther and all of the local elected officials.

https://sullivanny.us/Departments/Publichealth/Coronavirus
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http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
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ST. 
MARK'S

UMC
Napanoch

INDOOR
YARD
and

CLOTHING
SALE

Will be
opened
every
Friday  
from 
10 - 3

Something
for

Everyone

Thrift Sales 
will reopen in 

the Spring
See you then

Sundown
Ladies 
See you 

this summer!

Rev. Ken Tenckinck, Pastor

5277 State Rt. 42 • South Fallsburg
845-436-7539

For information contact:
The Reverend Diana Southwick Scheide 
Canon Missioner of the Delaware Catskill

Episcopal Ministry
PO Box 296 Callicoon, NY

vicardcem@gmail.com
845-887-3201 • 717-870-7874 cell

Grahamsville & Sundown 
United Methodist Churches 

House Worship Plan 
Worship Service & Tuesday Evening

Bible Study Zoom Link 
Join Zoom Meeting - Worship Service &
Tuesday Evening Bible Study Zoom Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2029912673?pwd=R21JYUh
yTVdsQWdMUXZvTEtCeGdLZz09

Meeting ID: 202 991 2673  Passcode: 012740
Dial by your location

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

The Bible Study continues every Tuesday at 7 pm.  
If you are interested in joining the Bible Study,
please feel free to contact the Pastor, Seung Jin

Hong. 845-985-2283

http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2029912673?pwd=R21JYUh


Grahamsville United 
Methodist Church  

The GUMC held their final 2021 Thrift Sale on November 6th.  Even
when we are closed we want the community to know that, by appointment,
our Thrift items are always available to anyone in case of an emergency
by calling 845-985-2283.  Because of storage space we are NOT ABLE
to receive items again until next spring.  Please help us by storing your
treasures at your house until then.

ST. MARK'S UMC
in Napanoch

INDOOR YARD and CLOTHING SALE
Will be opened every Friday

from 10 - 3
Something for Everyone
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ARTISTS • CRAFTERS
Need a place to show and sell your crafts?

Call us at  845-985-0501
email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com

or visit our Virtual Mall   
http://gnomehomeinc.com

AL-ANON MEETINGS-  http://www.al-anon.alateen.org
Mon- 7:00 p.m. United Methodist Church,  170 N. Main Street, Liberty • Thurs- 7:00 p.m.

Immaculate Conception Church Annex,  6317 Rt 42, Woodbourne
Sat- 8:00 p.m.  United Methodist Church,  170      N. Main Street, Liberty

VETERANS always Free search of the Archives for family or history of Sullivan County at the  
Sullivan County Museum,  265 Main St., Hurleyville, NY.  

For information call 845-434-8044.

Ans to last week’s Crossword 
JANUARY 13,  2022

SUUJI  WA TANSU NI KAGIRU
answer

http://gnomehomeinc.com
http://www.al-anon.alateen.org


LOCAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1/12/22 Town of Neversink Board Meeting  7:30 pm
1/16/22 TVCS Board Meeting  (See Pg. 18 for details)
1/1722 TOWN OF NEVERSINK HOLIDAY - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
1/18/22 Town of Neversink Zoning Board Meeting 7:30 pm
1/25/22 SPECIAL ELECTION OF THE NEVERSINK FIRE DISTRICT 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Neversink Fire Station 
2/1/22 Claryville Fire District Meetings 6:30 pm
2/2/22 Town of Neversink Planning Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Ulster County Legislature  
Weekly Update  

January 10 - January 14, 2022
Monday, January 10 
o 5:00 PM - Community Services Board, Powered by Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 843 9989 2283, Passcode:
897625, Dial In Number: (646) 558-8656
o 6:30 PM - Organizational Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature, This meeting will be livestreamed and
available via vimeo at https://livestream.com/accounts/1512750/events/1824203. Public Comment is adminis-
tered by “Call In Studio”: Dial 205-ULSTER-0 or (205) 857-8370 to be connected. Written comments may be
submitted to the Clerk via email to  vfab@co.ulster.ny.us
Tuesday, January 11 
o 2:00 PM - Recycling Oversight Committee, Powered by Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 837 3668 3879, Dial In
Number: (646) 558-8656
o 4:30 PM - Ulster County Economic Development Alliance, Powered by Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 830 5224
2442, Dial In Number: (646) 558-8656
Wednesday, January 12 
o 10:00 AM - Ulster County Industrial Development Agency Governance Committee, Powered by Zoom
Meetings. Meeting ID: 816 4111 9687, By Phone Dial (646) 558-8656
o 11:00 AM (or immediately following the UC IDA Governance Comm.) Ulster County Capital Resources
Corporation Governance Committee, Powered by Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 816 4111 9687, By Phone Dial
(646) 558-8656
o 5:30 PM - Ulster County Executive Public Hearing on: Proposed Local Law No. 8 of 2021, A Local Law
Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster, Chapter 304, Solid Waste, Article IV, Food Waste Prevention And
Recovery, In Relation To Composting, in the Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston
o 6:00 PM - Commission on Reapportionment, Powered by Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 871 1855 9447, Dial
In Number: (646) 558-8656
Thursday, January 13 
o No Meetings
Friday, January 14 
o No Meetings
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TOWN OF OLIVE MEETINGS ARE AS  FOLLOWS:
Unless otherwise noted, all Town Board meetings are held at the Town Meeting Hall, Bostock Road, Shokan at 7:00 pm.  Town Board
Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month with the audit/workshop meetings being held the Monday  preceding the second
Tuesday.
Town of Olive Planning Board meets the first and third Tuesdays  of  each month. Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall on
Bostock Road, Shokan, NY.  You can contact the Town Building & Zoning Department to confirm a meeting date if you would like
to attend at 657-2015.  If there is nothing on their agenda, they will cancel meetings.

JANUARY 13, 2022

During these uncertain times - PLEASE CONTACT  A MEMBER OF EACH ORGANIZATION for updates & changes

Town of Denning  - http://www.denning.us
Town of Neversink - https://townofneversink.org

To all Local  Municipalities,  Civic Organizations,  Churches, etc.
Please remember to send us your  Events Calendar for 2022 so that we may continue  to post your meetings

and events  throu out the coming year. You may email them to:  tvtownsman@yahoo.com or
USPS  Mail - The Townsman,  PO Box 232, Grahamsville, NY 12740

or Drop them in the Drop Box at the Grahamsville 1st Aid Building

http://www.denning.us
https://townofneversink.org
https://livestream.com/accounts/1512750/events/1824203
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Next Generation of
Environmentalists Learn
About New York’s Shared
Water Resources Through

Art & Poetry Contest

Students from New York City and the upstate watersheds are
invited to submit original works of art and poetry

The New York City Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) today announced the launch of the
36th annual Water Resources Art and Poetry Contest.
Second through twelfth grade students attending public,
independent, charter and parochial schools, and those
who are home-schooled, in New York City and in the
East and West of Hudson watersheds, are invited to cre-
ate original art and compose poetry that reflects an
appreciation for New York's shared water resources.
Entries will be accepted online until March 4, 2022.

Last year, more than 1,300 New York City and water-
shed students (grades 2-12) representing nearly 90
schools submitted original poems and artwork about
New York's shared water resources. Contest winners,
called Water Champions, were honored during a virtual
celebration hosted by DEP Commissioner Vincent
Sapienza, DEP staff, and the 2021 NYC Youth Poet
Laureate, Serena Yang. Students also received certifi-
cates and gift bags at the program's conclusion. For this
year's contest, teachers, parents and students can visit

nyc.gov/dep/artandpoetry to view the contest guide-
lines and resource materials, submit entries online,
see past winners, and learn more about New York City
water. In consideration of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, this year's contest will culminate with a
virtual celebration in the spring.

DEP's Water Resources Art and Poetry program
helps raise awareness about the importance of clean,
high-quality drinking water, and what it takes to main-
tain New York City's water supply and wastewater
treatment systems. Students can create poems and art-
work including paintings, collages, three-dimensional
models, photography, animation and videos of dance
performances, public service announcements and
songs. The 2022 contest will focus on five central
themes that incorporate STEM and humanities disci-
plines:
o Water, A Precious Resource: To recognize the
importance of a clean and plentiful supply of water.
o New York City Water Supply System: To explore
the history of the New York City Water Supply
System and its present-day source, operation, deliv-
ery, protection and maintenance.
o New York City Wastewater Treatment System: To
understand our sewer infrastructure; the purpose of,
and process for, cleaning wastewater in New York
City and in the East and West of Hudson Watersheds.
o Harbor Water Quality and Healthy Marine
Ecosystems: To discover the richness of our marine
life, and opportunities for recreation and commerce
on local waterbodies; to understand the work that is
being done to monitor and ensure healthy water qual-
ity.
o Water Stewardship and Climate Change: To con-
sider our influence on the environment and how we
can address and take action on environmental issues
that influence our neighborhoods, our city, and
beyond.

Entries will be judged based on creativity in inter-
preting one or more of the contest themes, accuracy of
information, originality, and skill. An impartial panel
of judges will review the entries and select art and
poetry winners from each category (grades 2-3, 4-5,
6-7, 8-9, and 10-12). Please submit additional
requests for information to
artandpoetry@dep.nyc.gov.

DEP manages New York City's water supply, pro-
viding approximately 1 billion gallons of high-quality
drinking water each day to nearly 10 million resi-
dents, including 8.8 million in New York City. The
water is delivered from a watershed that extends more
than 125 miles from the city, comprising 19 reservoirs
and three controlled lakes. Approximately 7,000 miles
of water mains, tunnels and aqueducts bring water to
homes and businesses throughout the five boroughs,
and 7,500 miles of sewer lines and 96 pump stations
take wastewater to 14 in-city treatment plants. DEP
has nearly 6,000 employees, including almost 1,000
in the upstate watershed. In addition, DEP has a
robust capital program, with a planned $20.1 billion
in investments over the next 10 years that will create
up to 3,000 construction-related jobs per year. For
more information, visit nyc.gov/dep, like us on
Facebook, or follow us on Twitter.
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the Diversity in Medicine Program, recruiting and training a
diverse healthcare workforce that represents the diversity of
the patients in underserved communities to ensure health
equity across the continuum of care. 

o Connect Immigrant New Yorkers to Direct Support
Professions: State agencies will work with external partners
to develop an apprenticeship job training program that pro-
vides new and existing immigrant workers with a career path-
way in the workforce - addressing the gap in immigrant
employment while filling more urgently needed direct sup-
port professions. 

o Allow Doctors and Nurses to Easily Relocate to and
Practice in New York: Governor Hochul will propose legisla-
tion for New York to join the Interstate Medical Licensure
Compact and the Nurse Licensure Compact. Joining these
compacts will enable doctors and nurses to relocate to New
York and use their existing license to more quickly be able to
practice in the state through telehealth or otherwise, attract-
ing more healthcare workers at a time of great need. 

o Expand Workforce Development Partnerships to Build a
Human Services Talent Pipeline: To further strengthen the
human services talent pipeline, Governor Hochul will use
federal funds to: 
- Expand the Direct Support Professional Career and
Technical Education Program to offer high school students
the opportunity to become direct care workers; and 
- Expand the SUNY for All Partnership with OPWDD to all
ten SUNY Educational Opportunity Centers statewide to
offer a free training tool for direct support professionals to
enhance their skills and help them enter, or advance, in the
health and human services field. 

o Grow the Home and Community-Based Healthcare
Workforce Through Benefits and Skills Development: Under
Governor Hochul's leadership, New York State has applied to
the Federal government to spend $2.2 billion on 14 initiatives
to strengthen our care workforce. These include: 

- Home Care Workforce Initiative: Enables home care agen-
cies to implement evidence-based programs that help them to
recruit, retain, train, and support their direct care workers. 

- Workforce Transportation Incentive: Solves transportation-
related barriers related to home care worker recruitment
and/or retention. 

- Enhanced Wages for the Intellectual or Developmental
Disabilities Workforce: Provides longevity and retention
incentives to direct support professionals. 

- Direct Support Professional Workforce Development
Grants: Provides skills development for direct support pro-
fessionals. 

- Workforce Recruitment Initiative: Implements data-driven
strategies for effective recruitment of workers for OPWDD. 

- Community Residence Program: Increases funding for ris-
ing direct care staff costs. 

Gov Hochul announces Direct
Payments to Healthcare

Workers as Part of $10 Billion
Healthcare Plan

Largest Ever Investment Will
Grow New York Healthcare

Workforce by 20 Percent 
Over Five Years 

(From Pg. 12) The growing demand for our essential health-
care workforce requires also swift and strong action.
Governor Hochul will rebuild and grow the healthcare work-
force with a program designed to improve the career pipeline,
expand access to healthcare training and education, recruit
care workers to underserved areas, and strengthen home care. 

These efforts include: 
o Increasing the Training Capacity of Medical Institutions:
This initiative will cover the costs of new programs, provide
compensation to allow workers to train full-time support staff
(who help free up existing staff do more training), and the
development of new training techniques. 

o Attracting Students into Healthcare by Relieving Their
Financial Burdens: Governor Hochul will provide direct
financial support for the education of healthcare profession-
als, provided that they work in New York State for a specified
period after obtaining their credentials. The plan will offer
free tuition, cover instructional costs for high-demand health
occupations and provide stipends to make up for lost income
while in school. It would also provide for wraparound servic-
es such as childcare or transportation support to eliminate
obstacles that stand in the way of New Yorkers training for
healthcare professions. 

o Awarding Prior Learning Credit Across SUNY and CUNY:
As part of the Governor's plan to make it easier for New
Yorkers to move between college and career, the State
University of New York (SUNY) and the City University of
New York (CUNY) will adopt a consistent, statewide policy
for crediting relevant prior learning and work experience,
supporting credit accumulation, certifications, and post-sec-
ondary attainment. 

o Recruiting Medical Professionals to Work in Underserved
Areas: Governor Hochul recognizes the need to recruit med-
ical professionals to work in underserved areas, particularly
in rural parts of the state. To achieve these goals, New York
State will: 

- Increase funding for the Doctors Across New York Program,
providing loan forgiveness up to $120,000 for doctors who
work in underserved areas for three years; 

- Create a "Nurses Across NY" Program based on the success-
ful Doctors Across NY program, placing nurses in under-
served areas across the state; and 

- Expand the SUNY Pre-Medical Opportunity Program and
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Tracey Bartels Returns to
Lead UC Legislature

Majority and Minority Leadership
Appointments, Restructured 

Standing Committees, and the
Establishment of American Rescue

Plan Act Special Committee

Kingston, NY-Tracey A. Bartels was elected with unanimous sup-
port as chair of the Ulster County Legislature this evening at the
annual organizational meeting.

Bartels, an eight-term legislator who represents Gardiner and
Shawangunk, was chosen for the top leadership position for the sec-
ond time. 

In 2019, Bartels became the first woman from the Democratic
caucus to serve as the chair of the Ulster County Legislature and
only the second woman to lead in the body's 54-year history. She is
also the first chair who is not enrolled in a political party.

Bartels was nominated to the chair position by Legislator Brian
Cahill (Towns of Ulster and Kingston, Dist. 4) and seconded by
Legislator Laura Petit (Town of Esopus, Dist. 8).

Democratic Majority Leader Jonathan R. Heppner (Towns of
Woodstock and Hurley, Dist. 23) said, "I have served with Tracey
Bartels for over six years, and I'm excited for the sake of the
Legislature, and all of Ulster County, for her to lead the Legislature.
Chair Bartels is a dedicated, experienced, and fair leader, and that
is why her colleagues gave her unanimous support. I look forward
to continuing to work with her and this new Legislature." 

Legislator Cahill states, “I have known Tracey Bartels for more
than 15 years. She is open minded, fair, and willing to listen to all
sides of a discussion-no matter what your political party affiliation.
She has what it takes to lead.”

Democrats re-elected Jonathan R. Heppner (Towns of
Woodstock and Hurley, Dist. 23) as Majority Leader and Abe
Uchitelle (City of Kingston, Dist. 5) as Deputy Majority Leader-the

Deputy role was formerly titled Whip. 
Kenneth J. Ronk (Town of Shawangunk, Dist. 13), was re-

elected as Minority Leader. The designation  of Deputy
Minority Leader is expected shortly.

Chair Bartels will lead a 23-member body, including six
new members and two former legislators who retook their
seats in the last election.

“I thank my colleagues for the honor and privilege to lead
the Ulster County Legislature,” said Chair Bartels. “These are
unprecedented times. The continued and changing challenges
of the COVID 19 pandemic require us to work together to
respond to the urgent needs of our constituency. As a county
and a nation, we face critical crises in housing, mental health,
and climate.” 

Chair Bartels adds, “We are called upon to unite, to place
the needs of the people first, and to serve. I commit to work-
ing together to deliver on our shared goals and a vision for an
ever-stronger Ulster County. Together we will deliver trans-
formative change and relief.”
_________________________________________________

This evening, at the annual organizational meeting, legis-
lators supported substantial changes to the Legislative
Standing Committees. 

“The new committee structure will enable the Legislature
to work more effectively," said Chair Bartels. "The needs of
Ulster County residents have evolved, and so too must county
government," says Deputy Majority Leader Abe Uchitelle. 

“For the first time in over 20 years, Agriculture is included
in the committee structure and recognized as a central eco-
nomic driver in Ulster County. The addition of Agriculture to
Economic Development puts farmers and agricultural-related
businesses in clear policy focus. The Legislature understands
what our farmers mean to our economy, our well-being, and
health," said Chair Bartels.

Chair Bartels adds, “The inclusion of Education and Arts
in the Economic Development Committee's responsibilities
recognizes the critical role that our arts community plays in
Ulster's economy, as well as the role that education plays in
shaping Ulster County's economy now and in the future.
These additions enable the Legislature to develop initiatives
and policies to foster greater economic growth within these
sectors.”

One of the most significant changes made to the structure
of the standing committees is the reconfiguration of the former
Public Health and Social Services Committee to Health,
Human Services, and Housing. The committee's focus has
been expanded to allow the Legislature to take an all-encom-
passing view of health that includes human services and hous-
ing.

"The Legislature recognizes the longstanding relationship
between public health and housing. Integrating Health,
Human Services, and Housing allows the Legislature to take a
wide view of the complex, interconnected forces which shape
public health. It empowers the Legislature to develop holistic
policies to address the immediate and emergent challenges
and crises faced by families, businesses, and communities
throughout Ulster County," said Chair Bartels.

Legislators also voted to establish the American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) Special Committee dedicated to the invest-
ment and allocation of $34,491,474 American Rescue Plan
Act federal funding. 

The new special committee will review and track all pro-
posals related to the expenditure of federal ARPA funds before
forwarding them to legislative Standing Committees of juris-
diction. (Contd. Pg. 28)
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Laws, Rules, and Government Services 

To set policy and review contracts pertaining to the fol-
lowing County Departments and Divisions: Board of
Elections, County Clerk, County Attorney, Human Rights,
Insurance and Board of Ethics. To oversee legislative policy
and legislative proposed revisions to the Ulster County
Charter and the Administrative Code. To review and maintain
the Rules of the Legislature and to review and approve all
local laws for legal sufficiency only, unless Laws and Rules,
Government Services is the committee of original jurisdic-
tion. To approve all late resolutions, considering lateness and
content prior to submittal to the full Legislature. To approve
resolutions required to be referred to it under the Rules of the
Legislature. 

Public Works, Capital Projects, and Transportation
To set policy for and review contracts pertaining to the fol-

lowing County Departments and Divisions: Public Works
(including Parks, Highways, and Buildings and Grounds),
Transportation (including Fleet Management and Ulster
County Area Transit), the Electrical Licensing Board, and
Capital Projects. 

Ways and Means
To recommend the Legislature's position on all budgetary

and financial matters of the County. To review contracts per-
taining to the following departments: Comptroller, Finance,
Innovation Division, Personnel, Purchasing, Information
Services and Real Property Tax Services. To approve all res-
olutions with financial impacts to the County, excluding those
financial impacts limited solely to legislative advertising
expenses.

American Rescue Plan Act Special Committee
Dedicated to the investment and allocation of American

Rescue Plan Act funds utilized to help turn the tide on the pan-
demic, address its economic fallout, and lay the foundation
for a strong and equitable recovery. To review all proposals
related to the expenditure of ARPA funds prior to forwarding
to any Standing Committees of jurisdiction.

Statement from County
Executive Pat Ryan on the
Organizational Meeting of

the UC Legislature
“I would like to extend my congratulations to Legislator

Tracey Bartels for her election as Chair of the Ulster County
Legislature, as well as to members of the Legislative leader-
ship team, and to all new and returning Legislators upon their
swearing-in for the 2022 session. I'm looking forward to part-
nering with Chairwoman Bartels and the rest of the
Legislature in service to the 180,000 residents of Ulster
County - from continuing our proactive efforts to blunt the
current COVID-19 surge, to addressing our housing crisis and
expanding mental health services, all while holding the line
on taxes and keeping Ulster County affordable. Now more
than ever, it's essential that our government continue to work
together as a team in order to deliver for our residents. I am
excited and optimistic that we will continue to do so, building
on our already strong partnership in 2022 and beyond.”

Tracey Bartels Returns to
Lead UC Legislature

(From Pg. 27)  The special committee will have a standing com-
mittee's same powers and duties. The ARPA Special Committee
will be dissolved in three years, or after all ARPA funds are spent.

Chair Bartels states, "Ulster County will receive over $34 mil-
lion in federal American Rescue Plan Act funding over two years.
The allocation of ARPA funds requires diligent and careful inves-
tigation, vetting, and oversight.  The Special Committee will be a
transparent vehicle for evaluating all proposed ARPA expendi-
tures.”

The Special Committee will work to ensure that ARPA funds
are effectively used to provide immediate economic stabilization
for households and businesses impacted by the pandemic,
strengthen vital public services, and remedy systemic public health
and economic challenges that have contributed to the unequal
impact of the pandemic.

The Chair adds, "The Legislature will work in active partner-
ship with the Executive branch to build a pathway to an equitable
recovery with long-term benefits for health and the strongest pos-
sible economic outcome for the residents of Ulster County."

2022 Standing and Special Committees

Economic Development, Planning, Education, Employment,
Arts and Agriculture

To set legislative policy and review contracts for all aspects of
Ulster County Department of Economic Development, Ulster
County Department of Planning, Office of Employment and
Training, Ulster County Community College, Cornell Cooperative
Extension, Ulster County Soil and Water Conservation District,
Arts, Tourism and Libraries. Responsible for issues pertaining to:
Ulster County Industrial Development Agency, Ulster County
Planning Board, Revolving Loan Fund Committee, Shovel Ready
Committee. To foster relations and communications with the
Ulster County Economic Alliance and local Chambers of
Commerce. To establish policy relating to agriculture and farm-
land preservation.

Energy, Environment, and Sustainability
To set policy and review contracts pertaining to the Department

of the Environment, Environmental Management Council, Fish
and Wildlife Management Board, and Forest Practice Board,
including the protection of waterways and the County's recycling
efforts. To set policy and review contracts pertaining to but not
limited to the activities of the Ulster County Resource Recovery
Agency.

Health, Human Services, and Housing
To set policy for and review contracts pertaining to the follow-

ing County Departments and Divisions: Health, Mental Health,
Social Services, Community Action, Office for the Aging, Youth
Bureau, and Veterans Affairs. To set policy relating to housing
issues including but not limited to temporary, emergency, afford-
able, workforce, and senior housing.

Law Enforcement and Public Safety
To set policy and review contracts pertaining to the following

County Departments and Divisions: Ulster County Sheriff and the
Law Enforcement Center, Public Defender, District Attorney,
Probation, Restorative Justice, Emergency
Management/Emergency Communications, Arson Task Force, Fire
Coordinator, EMS Coordinator, STOP DWI, Consumer Fraud
Bureau, Weights and Measures, and Safety Office. 
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Grahamsville Rod and Gun
Club Elects 2022 Officers

Written by member William A. Brenner

The Grahamsville Rod and Gun Club elected its officers
for 2022 at its monthly meeting held on the first Thursday
after the first Wednesday of the month, at the First Aid
Squad building. 

There were 19 members at this meeting.

All the members were commended for their volunteer
activities, such as stocking streams and lakes with trout,
bass and perch, environmental,  activities, teaching children
and young adults hunting safety and responsibility, money
raising activities like selling knives and outdoor equipment
at the Grahamsville Fair and Tractor shows, and other com-
munity service throughout the year. They are organizing
their coyote hunt. They are always looking for new mem-
bers, men and women.

They are organizing the 14th Annual Coyote Hunt, spon-
sored by the Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs of Sullivan
County, New York, Inc. The Hunt is on February 4, 5, and
6, 2022. You must register before 7:00 pm on January 31st
and must be postmarked by January 29th.

There is a $2,000 Grand Prize awarded to the hunter with
the heaviest coyote weighed. For registration forms or ques-
tions call Linda Doughrey in Jeffersonville at (845) 798-
7992; or John at (845) 292-8375,

Due to their dedication and initiative, all of the 2021 offi-
cers were re-elected for 2022.

Hank Samyn - President
Todd Brown - Vice President
Gary TerBush - Treasurer
Marlene Dauch - Secretary
Craig TerBush - Trustee - 3 years
Gary Muthig - Trustee - 1 year

Monti Elks Bingo 
Moves to Saturday 

(Monticello) The Monticello Elks Lodge will now host Bingo
every Saturday at 2 PM at the Lodge at 46 North Street in
Monticello. The doors will open at 12:30. Previously, Bingo
was held every Tuesday evening. Bingo Chair Ronni Scannell
said, “The change was made to allow more people to attend on
Saturday afternoons.” There's a full payout and a progressive
jackpot with weekly door prizes. Food is also available in the
Bingo kitchen. The Monticello Lodge supports local veterans,
scouts, Little League and the Homeless Federation, as well as
providing coats and gloves to elementary school children. For
information, contact Bingo Chair and Past Exalted Ruler
Ronni Scannell at (845) 701-0695

Monti Elks Bingo 
2:00 -pm Every Saturday

(Doors Open at 12:30)
at the Lodge • 46 North Street • Monticello

Full payout and a progressive jackpot with weekly door prizes  
• Food is also available in the Bingo kitchen 

The Lodge supports local veterans, scouts, Little League and the Homeless
Federation, as well as providing coats an gloves to 

elementary school children.

For information, contact Bingo Chair and Past Exalted Ruler Ronni Scannell at (845) 701-0695.
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Governor Hochul Announces 
New Guidance on COVID-19

Booster Doses   
Booster Shots Now Recommended for 12-15 Year-Olds, Along with

Previously Authorized 16+ Age Group  
Announces Plan to Require Health Care Workers Receive COVID-19

Booster Dose Within Two Weeks of Becoming Eligible   
New Nursing Home Visitation Rules to Protect Vulnerable New Yorkers

- Negative Tests and Surgical Masks Required 
Governor Kathy Hochul   announced new guidance recommending

booster doses for all New Yorkers ages 12 and older. The guidance, follow-
ing action by the CDC, recommends that people, including the newly
authorized 12-15 year-old age group, who received the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine should receive a booster dose at least five months after their sec-
ond dose; the previous recommended interval was at least six months. In
addition, moderately to severely immunocompromised 5-11-year-olds can
receive an additional primary dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 28 days
after their second dose. At this time, only the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine is authorized and recommended for children ages 5-11.     

Additionally, the CDC today recommended the same change to a five
month booster interval for the Moderna vaccine, which is only authorized
for people 18 years and older. 

"As we continue to battle this winter surge, I strongly recommend that
all New Yorkers ages 12 and older get boosted as soon they are eligible,"
Governor Hochul said. "With boosters now available for all adolescents, I
especially urge parents and guardians to get their children in this age group
a booster dose as soon as eligible. A booster dose will provide greater pro-
tection against severe outcomes from COVID-19 and help keep our kids
healthy, protected, and safe."   

Governor Hochul additionally announced her plan to require that all
covered health care workers previously required to receive a COVID-19
vaccination under the Department's August 26th Emergency regulation
must also now receive a COVID-19 booster dose within two weeks of
becoming eligible, absent a valid medical exemption. Consistent with the
August 26th Emergency Regulation, there is no test-out option. Following
review and approval by the Public Health and Health Planning Council at
their emergency meeting on Tuesday, the emergency regulation will be
filed with the Department of State (DOS). Regulations are effective upon
the filing with DOS.  

The Governor also announced new rules for nursing home visitations.
Starting Wednesday, all visitors must wear "surgical"-type masks and must
present upon entry a COVID negative test taken within 24 hours of their
visit. Governor Hochul further noted that 952,000 tests and 1.2 million
masks are being delivered to nursing homes late this week into next.  

On January 5, 2022, the CDC endorsed the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practice's (ACIP) recommended expansion of booster dose
eligibility for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 to individuals ages 12 through
15. CDC now recommends that all adolescents ages 12 through 17 should
receive a booster dose five months after their initial Pfizer-BioNTech vaccina-
tion series. This followed the CDC's updated recommendations that severely
immunocompromised 5-11 year-olds receive an additional primary dose of
vaccine 28 days after their second dose, and that people who received the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine series should get a booster dose at least five month
after the second dose, instead of six months.    

New York State Department of Health Acting Commissioner Dr. Mary
T. Bassett said, "Booster doses are a critical tool in our continued response
to the COVID-19 pandemic, and I am grateful that they are now available
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for all New Yorkers 12 years of age and older.
Data show that people who are vaccinated and
boosted are more protected against serious ill-
ness from COVID-19, and we continue to urge
all those eligible to act now. Do what you can to
stay healthy and out of the hospital by getting
vaccinated and boosted and wear a mask. If you
have questions, talk to your health care provider
or vaccine administrator."   

All state mass vaccination sites are now offer-
ing Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine booster doses for
New Yorkers 12 years of age and older, as well as
third doses for immunocompromised people 5
years and older. For more information on boost-
ers and additional doses, see the State's dedicat-
ed page at:

https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/booster-
doses

Why wear a mask? 
Out of respect. 

When you wear a mask you are saying,   
I respect my neighbors. 

When you wear a mask you are saying,  
I respect nurses and doctors. 

When you wear a mask you are saying,   
I respect other people. 

We all need to show respect to one another
in difficult times. 

Wearing a face covering is a small incon-
venience to protect others. We have gotten
through this crisis by standing together and
doing the right thing. The right thing - the
respectful thing - is to wear a mask.

https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/booster-doses
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Assemblymember
Cahill Comments on the

State of the State Address
(Albany, NY) - Last week we heard Governor Kathy
Hochul's first State of the State address establishing her
vision for New York as we begin the 2022 Legislative
Session.  In a welcome return to tradition, Governor Hochul
addressed the Legislature in its own chamber for the first
time in over a decade.  Appropriately, the foremost priority
of the Governor is mitigating the impact of COVID-19 and
the Omicron variant schools reopen for the second half of
the academic year.  She also emphasized the importance of
ensuring the timely passage of a fiscally sound budget that
meets the needs of struggling New Yorkers.

As we enter the third year of the COVID-19 Pandemic,
Governor Hochul highlighted inequities this
catastrophe laid bare, including the condition
of our healthcare system, the fragile living sit-
uations many families face and even access to
the Internet. She also proposed significant
funding to address these issues.  Additionally,
the Governor committed the resources of the
state to provide more affordable housing units
for families weighed down by soaring rent and
those at risk of homelessness and displace-
ment.

Among her primary health objectives this
year are providing needed relief to our over-
burdened medical system, including rational-
izing telehealth insurance reimbursements,
bolstering access to basic coverage for more
New Yorkers and expanding the healthcare
workforce.  I look forward to working with
Governor Hochul to modernize health services
in our state and commend her for also recog-
nizing the need to incorporate mental health in
the field of pediatrics.

It was also refreshing to hear the Governor
enunciate a clear agenda of reform.  Calling
for a replacement of the Joint Commission on
Public Ethics, term limits for statewide elect-
ed officials, uniformity in local government
ethics procedures and a renewed pledge to put
voting rights amendments back before the vot-
ers is a good start in restoring public confi-
dence in elected state leaders.

While the governor acknowledged that cli-
mate change is an existential threat, this
speech lacked specific directive on what the
state intends to do about a reduction of our
dependence on fossil fuels and mitigate more
frequent and severe flooding.  I am confident,
however, that the fiscal plan proposed by the
governor after negotiation with the legislature
will include important measures required to
mitigate the effects of climate change.  I will
be advocating for the inclusion of two meas-

ures I sponsor: to end fossil fuel tax breaks and to begin to
change carbon emitters for the destructive carbon they are
putting into our atmosphere. 

All indications are that Governor Hochul is interested in
serious collaboration with the Legislature and the expertise
we provide in bringing much-needed reforms to the commu-
nities we serve.  Further evidence of the Governor's commit-
ments to these initiatives will be seen through allocations in
the Executive Budget to be released in the coming weeks.  It
is typical for governors to leave the specifics out of their
State of the State address, saving details for the Executive
Budget Proposal.  Along with my colleagues, I will examine
supplemental materials when Governor Hochul provides
them and look forward to the fiscal plan, when that is pre-
sented.  All in all, however, Governor Kathy Hochul offered
a breath of fresh air and a promising new beginning for our
great state. 
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A Drive-thru Thank You
Event honoring all

Volunteers in Ulster County
Celebrating Your Service to

the Community and
Honoring the legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Volunteers from ALLUlster County non-profits are wel-

come at UlsterCorps' 13th Annual MLK Day Celebration of
Service, Saturday January 15th, 2022, 12-2pm outside the
Rosendale Recreation Center, 1055 NY-32, Rosendale, NY
(Monday January 17th snow date). The event honors volun-
teers from service organizations throughout Ulster County
for their hard work and dedication.

The event will celebrate the broad circle of kindness
and generosity that knits us together as a community and
demonstrates the value of the volunteer spirit across all
generations. The event is free and will include a raffle
drawing and goodie bags for all attendees who pre-regis-
ter by January 10th. There will also be an event program
listing the names of all volunteers who pre-register by
January 10th, and all businesses and agency partners con-
tributing goodie bag items and supporting the event.
Volunteers from all Ulster County non-profits are wel-
come to attend. This will be a drive-thru event - you are
welcome to drive through any time between 12pm and
2pm to receive your goodie bag, event program and
words of gratitude. We ask all attendees to wear a mask or
face covering while at the event.

To register for this free event please email
register@ulstercorps.org or call/text (845) 481-0331.
Please register by January 10th if you would like your
name and the agency where you volunteer included in the
event program. If you'd like to sponsor the event or donate
items for the raffle or goodie bags, please click here for
sponsorship details or call/text Beth at (845) 481-0331.

Thank you so much to our sponsors and supporters:
Ulster Savings Bank, Adams Fairacre Farms,

Kingston Candy Bar, Barbara Bash, Bread Alone
Bakery, Green Cottage, Hudson Valley Seed Company,
Julia Turshen, Krause's Chocolates, Marysa Sacerdote
Jewelry, Resource Center for Accessible Living, Rock and
Snow, Rondout Valley Growers Association, Stewart's
Shops, Tree Juice Maple Syrup, and the Town of
Rosendale.

UC Executive Pat Ryan
Announces State Run

COVID-19 Community
Testing Site in 

UC Opening This Week 
• The state run community testing site, located at SUNY
New Paltz, will open to the public during the week of
Monday, January 10th  
• This week, after delivering over 50,000 free at-home
testing kits, County Executive Pat Ryan requested that
New York State open a state-run COVID-19 testing facil-
ity in Ulster County 
New Paltz, N.Y. - County Executive Pat Ryan today
announced that New York State will open a state run
COVID-19 community testing site on the campus of

SUNY New Paltz starting next week. The announcement from the State
comes after County Executive Ryan requested a facility open in Ulster County
to bolster access to critically-needed tests for residents in the midst of the cur-
rent surge in cases. The state-run testing site will complement the over 50,000
free at-home rapid kits that Ulster County has already distributed to residents
throughout the county.

“Based on the surge we have seen driven by the Omicron variant, and as
part of our proactive plan to make testing more readily available in the coun-
ty, we requested this week that New York State activate a testing site in Ulster
County,” County Executive Pat Ryan said. “I want to thank Governor Kathy
Hochul and her team for the rapid response, and for her strong leadership dur-
ing the pandemic. This site will help ensure that our residents have access to
critically-needed testing so we can keep our residents healthy, and continue to
keep our schools and businesses open safely.” 

Last week, Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan signed a thirty-day exten-
sion of the State of Emergency order he originally enacted on November 28th.
The extension of the order comes as cases of COVID-19 in Ulster County,
driven by the Omicron variant, have more than doubled in the last month. The
order, now in effect for an additional thirty days, has allowed Ulster County
to rapidly procure over 50,000 at-home kits, bolster countywide vaccination
efforts, and secure a second school specialist from the State to assist with con-
tact tracing.

The SUNY New Paltz Community Testing Site is anticipated to open to
the public sometime next week. Information regarding hours and appoint-
ments for the state run testing site will be announced soon. For additional
information regarding vaccines, boosters, and testing, please visit
VaccinateUlster.com. 
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ment to our schools and ensuring we have enough drivers to
transport the more than 2.3 million children who ride a yel-
low school bus each day.”

The acute shortage of school bus drivers was felt across
New York last year and in some cases forced schools to shut
down because of a lack of reliable transportation for stu-
dents. At the time Governor Hochul took several positive
actions to address this crisis. These actions were strongly
supported by school districts and private school bus opera-
tors and the adoption of this new proposal would be another
significant step in the right direction, helping ensure New
York's children stay where they belong - in school.

“Again, I was thrilled to see this proposal in Governor
Hochul's State of the State policy book, and I thank her for
recognizing the struggles of school districts and the school
bus industry and working to address them head on. I will be
a strong ally for her in the legislature on this issue as we look
to expand her proposal to meet the scope of my legislation
and look forward to working with her to get my colleagues
in the State senate to support it,” said Martucci.

The proposal is a top priority for Senator Martucci and
NYAPT and they will work to ensure that it is included in the
state's budget which is due by April 1st.

ABOUT NYAPT: The New York Association for Pupil
Transportation (NYAPT) is a statewide organization dedi-
cated to the support, development, and representation of
school transportation professionals who are responsible for
the safe and efficient transportation of more than 2.3 mil-
lion school children each day in New York State.  NYAPT's
over 600 members comprise school transportation supervi-
sors and professionals from hundreds of school districts
across the state.

Mike Martucci serves as the Senator for New York's 42nd
State Senate District which comprises all of Sullivan County
and parts of Orange, Ulster, and Delaware counties. He is the
ranking member of the Senate Standing Committees on
Disabilities and Commerce, Economic Development And
Small Business.

Statement from 
Ulster County 

Executive Pat Ryan on
Governor Hochul's 

State of the State Address
"In her first State of the State address, Governor Kathy

Hochul delivered an ambitious and inspiring message for all
New Yorkers. Governor Hochul has consistently been there
for Ulster County, and I share her exciting vision to create
green jobs, develop affordable housing, provide direct relief
for our small businesses, and much more. In addition, I
applaud the Governor's commitment to support our heroic
public health and frontline workers, along with her contin-
ued efforts to work proactively to keep our schools and our
businesses safely open. I look forward to working closely
with the Governor in achieving these critical goals for the
residents of Ulster County."

Martucci and School 
Bus Industry Praise 

Hochul's School Bus Driver
Retention Initiative

Albany, N.Y. - Senator Mike Martucci and the school bus
industry today thanked Governor Hochul for including help
for school districts struggling to meet their transportation
and teaching needs. Governor Hochul included in her State
of the State message a proposal similar to Senator Martucci's
bill, S.7393, which calls for eliminating the earnings cap for
state retires who opt to work as school bus drivers and teach-
ers. The proposal, first introduced by Senator Martucci, will
help school districts struggling with school bus driver short-
ages recruit and retain needed drivers. The legislation is also
strongly supported by the New York Association for Pupil
Transportation, private school bus contractors, and retirees
across the state.

“New York's schools continue to face major shortages of
school bus drivers and the industry has forecasted that the
problem will only get worse going into next year,” said
Senator Mike Martucci (R-C-I, Hudson Valley/Catskills).
“The state's retirement earnings cap is a significant impedi-
ment to retirees who want to drive a school bus and it's clear
something needs to be done to allow our school districts to
hire these folks.  I am grateful that Governor Hochul has put
this proposal in her State of the State; and I look forward to
working with her to get it passed as part of her executive
budget.”

“Driving a school bus is one of the most important jobs in
our state and we are struggling to find enough school bus
drivers to do the job each day,” said New York Association
for Pupil Transportation executive director David
Christopher.  “Attracting additional school bus drivers into
the workforce is good for school districts and private opera-
tors.  We believe that lifting the retirement cap is an impor-
tant step toward solving this problem.  We thank Governor
Hochul and Senator Martucci for their unwavering commit-



tive will provide state-backed funding and technical assistance to
position small businesses - particularly those which are socially
and economically disadvantaged - to secure federally funded con-
tracts related to the $1.2 trillion federal Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act. This initiative will also include the establishment of
an interagency Excelsior Contracting Opportunities Council -
including Empire State Development, the State Department of
Transportation, the Thruway Authority, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, and the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey - to identify strategies to encourage greater minority-
and women-owned small business participation in forthcoming
federally funded infrastructure projects across the State.   
o Permanently Legalize the Sale of To-Go Drinks for Bars and
Restaurants: To-go drinks were a critical revenue stream for New
York's bars and restaurants during the pandemic, helping many
small businesses across the state pay their rents or mortgages.
Governor Hochul will permanently allow for the sale of to-go
drinks for off-premises consumption to continue supporting the
recovery of bars and restaurants.  

Governor Hochul will also provide $100 million in tax relief for
195,000 small businesses by widening eligibility and increasing a
tax return adjustment that reduces a small business's gross business
income.  

Attorney General James Alerts
17 Companies to “Credential

Stuffing” Cyberattacks
Impacting More Than 
1.1 Million Consumers 

Companies Urged to Protect Consumers Impacted
in Previously Undetected Attacks 

AG James Releases Guide to Help Businesses
Secure Customers'

Accounts Against Credential Stuffing Attacks
NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today
announced the results of a sweeping investigation into “credential
stuffing” that discovered more than 1.1 million online accounts
compromised in cyberattacks at 17 well-known companies.
Attorney General James released a “Business Guide for Credential
Stuffing Attacks” that details the attacks - which involve repeated,
automated attempts to access online accounts using usernames and
passwords stolen from other online services - and how business
can protect themselves. Credential stuffing has quickly become
one of the top attack vectors online. Virtually every website and
app use passwords as a means of authenticating its users.
Unfortunately, users tend to reuse the same passwords across mul-
tiple online services. This allows cybercriminals to use passwords
stolen from one company for other online accounts. Following dis-
covery of the attacks, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG)
alerted the relevant companies so that passwords could be reset and
consumers could be notified. Today's guide shares lessons learned
over the course of the OAG's investigation, including concrete
guidance on steps businesses can take to better protect against cre-
dential stuffing attacks.  
“Right now, there are more than 15 billion stolen credentials being
circulated across the internet, as users' personal information stand in
jeopardy,” said Attorney General James. “Businesses have the
responsibility to take appropriate action to protect their customers'
online accounts and this guide lays out critical safeguards compa-
nies can use in the fight against credential stuffing. We must do
everything we can to protect consumers' personal information and
their privacy.” (Contd. Pg. 38)
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New Tax Credit Will Provide
Relief To Small Businesses
Taking On COVID-Related

Capital Expenses  
• Small Business Lending Initiative Will Provide Accessible

Loans To Expanding Small Businesses    
• Governor Will Propose Legislation Permanently Allowing

the Sale of To-Go Drinks in Bars and Restaurants  
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced a new Billion Dollar

Rescue Plan for small businesses as part of the 2022 State of the
State. Small businesses, accounting for 98 percent of all businesses
statewide, are the backbone of New York's economy and under the
Governor's plan, the state will be supporting these entities through
a variety of initiatives focusing on growing the businesses of the
future, helping new businesses struggling to establish themselves
and providing tax relief. Additionally, to support New York's restau-
rant industry, a sector that has especially been hit hard by COVID-
19, the Governor will introduce legislation to permanently allow the
sale of to-go drinks for bars and restaurants statewide.    

"New York's comeback depends on the recovery and success of
our small businesses," Governor Hochul said. "Since the pandemic
hit, small business owners have been struggling with unprecedent-
ed challenges. New York is here with a simple message: help is on
the way."  

As a former small business owner, Governor Hochul under-
stands the challenges facing small businesses, even in the best of
times. Governor Hochul is also acutely aware of how the pandem-
ic has tested small businesses throughout New York, and what is
needed in this moment to support the recovery of our small busi-
nesses.    

To help small businesses at this critical moment, Governor
Hochul's Billion Dollar Rescue Plan will include targeted programs
strategically designed to respond to small business needs, and to
ensure that disadvantaged, minority-owned, and women-owned
small businesses prosper throughout the State.   
The Billion Dollar Rescue Plan includes: 
o Funding for Small Businesses of the Future: This initiative will
support venture capital and venture debt awards to fast-growing,
venture-backed startups that either locate to, or remain and grow in,
New York State. This funding will assist emerging small business-
es in the innovation sector, including minority- and women-owned
companies often overlooked by private-sector venture investments.
Through this program, New York State will continue to be the cen-
ter of innovation and small business growth.   
o The Small Business COVID Capital Investment Tax Credit:
This initiative will provide a tax credit to small businesses which
took on COVID-related capital expenses, including retrofits, reno-
vations, machinery and equipment related to COVID safety
enhancements.   
o Seed Funding for Small Businesses: This initiative will provide
flexible grants to early-stage small businesses to help those that
recently opened get off the ground, despite the COVID pandemic.
Priority will be given to socially and economically disadvantaged
small business owners.    
o Small Business Lending Initiative: This initiative will provide
reduced interest rates and accessible loans to expanding small busi-
nesses. As part of this effort, this initiative will seek to address dis-
parities in the traditional loan market, which oftentimes precludes
small businesses, particularly socially and economically disadvan-
taged small businesses, from accessing loans to grow their business-
es or take on larger government contracts.   
o The Excelsior Contracting Opportunities Initiative - This initia-
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Attorney General James Alerts 
17 Companies to “Credential Stuffing”

Cyberattacks Impacting More Than 
1.1 Million Consumers 

(From Pg. 37) Credential stuffing is a type of cyberattack that
involves attempts to log in to online accounts using username and
passwords stolen from other, unrelated online services. It relies on the
widespread practice of reusing passwords as, chances are, a password
used on one website was also used on another.  

In a typical credential stuffing attack, an attacker may submit hun-
dreds of thousands, or even millions, of login attempts using automat-
ed, credential-stuffing software and lists of stolen credentials down-
loaded from the dark web or hacking forums. Although only a small
percentage of these attempts will succeed, through the sheer volume of
login attempts, a single attack can nevertheless yield thousands of
compromised accounts.    

An attacker that gains access to an account can use it in any num-
ber of ways. The attacker can, for example, view personal information
associated with the account, including a name, an address, and past
purchases, and use this information in a phishing attack. If the account
has a stored credit card or gift card, the attacker may be able to make
fraudulent purchases. Or the attacker could simply sell the login cre-
dentials to another individual on the dark web.

Credential stuffing is one of the most common forms of cyberat-
tack. The operator of one large content delivery network reported that
it witnessed more than193 billion such attacks in 2020 alone.
The OAG's Investigation

In light of the growing threat of credential stuffing, the OAG
launched an investigation to identify businesses and consumers
impacted by this attack vector. Over a period of several months, the
OAG monitored several online communities dedicated to credential
stuffing. The OAG found thousands of posts that contained customer
login credentials that attackers had tested in a credential stuffing attack
and confirmed could be used to access customer accounts at websites
or on apps. From these posts, the OAG compiled credentials to com-
promised accounts at 17 well-known online retailers, restaurant chains,
and food delivery services. In all, the OAG collected credentials for
more than 1.1 million customer accounts, all of which appeared to
have been compromised in credential stuffing attacks.  

The OAG alerted each of the 17 companies to the compromised
accounts and urged the companies to investigate and take immediate
steps to protect impacted customers. Every company did so. The com-
panies' investigations revealed that most of the attacks had not previ-
ously been detected.

The OAG also worked with the companies to determine how
attackers had circumvented existing safeguards and provided recom-
mendations for strengthening their data security programs to better
secure customer accounts in the future. Over the course of the OAG's
investigation, nearly all of the companies implemented, or made plans
to implement, additional safeguards.
The OAG's Recommendations

Credential stuffing attacks have become so prevalent that they are,
for most businesses, unavoidable. Every business that maintains online
customer accounts should therefore have a data security program that
includes effective safeguards for protecting customers from credential
stuffing attacks. Safeguards should be implemented in each of four
areas:
1. Defending against credential stuffing attacks, 
2. Detecting a credential stuffing breach, 
3. Preventing fraud and misuse of customer information, and 
4. Responding to a credential stuffing incident. 

Attorney General James' guide presents specific safeguards that
have been found to be effective in each of these areas. Some highlights
from the guide include the following: 
o Three safeguards were found to be highly effective at defending
against credential stuffing attacks when properly implemented: 1) bot

detection services, 2) multi-factor authentication, and 3) password-less
authentication. 
o Because no safeguard is 100 percent effective, it is critical that
businesses have an effective way of detecting attacks that have
bypassed other defenses and compromised customer accounts. Most
credential stuffing attacks can be identified by monitoring customer
traffic for signs of attacks (for example, spikes in traffic volume of
failed login attempts). 
o One of the most effective safeguards for preventing attackers
from using customers' stored payment information is re-authentica-
tion at the time of purchase by, for example, requiring customers to
re-enter a credit card number or security code. It is critically impor-
tant that re-authentication be required for every method of payment
that a business accepts. The OAG encountered many cases in
which attackers were able to exploit gaps in fraud protection by
making a purchase using a payment method that did not require re-
authentication. 
o Businesses should have a written incident response plan that
includes processes for responding to credential stuffing attacks. The
processes should include investigation (e.g., determining whether and
which customer accounts were accessed), remediation (e.g., blocking
attackers' continued access to impacted accounts), and notice (e.g.,
alerting customers whose account were reasonably likely to have been
impacted). 

Attorney General James Launches
Investigation Into CareCube for
Wrongfully Billing New Yorkers

for COVID-19 Tests
NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today
announced that her office has launched an investigation into
CareCube, a primary care provider, over reports that the company
wrongfully billed New Yorkers for rapid and PCR coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19) tests. CareCube has 20 locations in
Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens, and Brooklyn.  

“As New Yorkers brace for a continued surge in Omicron cases
through the winter, we cannot create harmful financial barriers that
keep our communities from seeking testing,” said Attorney General
James. “CareCube and all COVID-19 test providers have a respon-
sibility to be accurate and transparent in their billing process. My
office is committed to working with our government, private sec-
tor, and non-profit partners to ensure accessible testing throughout
the state. Any New Yorker who feels they have been overcharged
by CareCube is encouraged to file a complaint with my office.” 

Attorney General James encourages insured patients to always
check with their testing site and health insurer to make sure there
isn't a fee for a COVID-19 test. Uninsured patients should work
with the testing site to confirm whether there are any potential fees
associated with a COVID-19 test. Under the federal Families First
Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), the Paycheck Protection
Program and Health Care Enhancement Act (PPPHCEA), and the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, a
testing site can receive reimbursement for fees associated with test-
ing uninsured individuals. 

COVID-19 testing is free at test sites run by New York state,
and patients are encouraged to check with test sites operated by
their local governments for additional free testing options.
Appointments for testing at state-run sites may be scheduled
through the New York state Department of Health's online portal.
New York City also offers free tests, which can be found through
the COVID-19 Citywide Information Portal.  

If a patient has questions or believes they have been a victim of
misleading billing practices related to COVID-19 testing at
CareCube, they should contact the Office of the Attorney General's
Health Care Bureau online or call 1-800-428-9071. 
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Congressman Delgado 

Weekly Recap
As we finish up the first week of 2022, I wanted to give you

an update on how I've been serving you. 
I wanted to start off the New Year by hearing from my NY-19

community member advisory committees. I met with my
Veterans, Healthcare, Agriculture, and Small Business Advisory
Committees to discuss what action items we can work on in 2022. 

The insight I gain during these meetings is invaluable, and I
am so grateful for every committee member who takes the time to
speak with me. I look forward to working with all these groups in
2022 to support our upstate veterans, health care heroes, local
farmers, and small business owners. 
Rep. Delgado leads way in win for dairy farmers

Earlier this week, following a letter I wrote with a bipartisan
group of colleagues, a United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA) panel agreed with the United States that Canada is
breaching its USMCA dairy commitments. This historic win will
help eliminate unjustified trade restrictions on American dairy
products and will ensure that the U.S. dairy industry and its work-
ers get the full benefit of the USMCA to market and sell U.S.
products to Canadian consumers. I am proud of this win that will
help upstate farmers during a challenging farm economy.
$500,000 to Develop Upstate Workforce Training Program

On Friday, I announced a $500,000 workforce training grant for
the SUNY College of Agriculture and Technology at Cobleskill. The
funding, allocated through the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative, will help students work in
collaboration with large, multi-location agricultural equipment deal-
erships in New York State to develop and deliver an agricultural
power machinery workforce training program.

With ongoing labor shortages, it is critical that we invest in
upstate New Yorkers and give them the tools they need to succeed.
This grant will develop a training program and provide communi-
ty members and students with the skills and industry-accepted
credentials necessary to gain full-time employment. I am proud to
announce this funding and will keep pushing for programs and
policies to grow New York's workforce. 
New York State Homeowners Assistance Fund portal 

It was announced that applications are now being accepted for
the New York State Homeowner Assistance Fund (NYS HAF), a
program that will provide up to $539 million in aid or other direct
assistance to help eligible homeowners who are at risk of default,
foreclosure, or displacement due to financial hardship caused by
the pandemic. New York was the first state in the nation to receive
U.S. Department of the Treasury approval to launch its program. 

To apply, visit the online application portal at www.nyhome-
ownerfund.org or call the NYS Homeowner Assistance Fund call
center at 1-844-77-NYHAF.
SAFER Program for Firefighters

The application period for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Staffing
for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) Program
opened on Monday, January 3, 2022 at 8 a.m. ET and will close
on Friday, February 4, 2022, at 5 p.m. ET.

Applicants requiring assistance should visit www.grants.gov
or the FEMA website, contact the FEMA SAFER Program Help
Desk at (866) 274-0960 or email firegrants@fema.dhs.gov. The
SAFER Program Help Desk is open Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. ET.
Remembering January 6th

This week marked the first year that has passed since the vio-
lent January 6th attack on the United States Capitol. It was a
somber day as we honored and remembered the officers who lost
their lives in the days, weeks, and months following the attack.
(Contd. Pg. 41)

CONSUMER ALERT: 
Attorney General James Warns

of Cyberattacks Targeting 
Consumers Reusing Passwords

for Online Accounts
Simple Steps Can Help Consumers
Safeguard Online Accounts From

“Credential Stuffing” Attacks
NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today issued
a consumer alert warning New Yorkers of cyberattacks targeting con-
sumers that use the same username and password (login credentials) on
more than one website or app. In these cyberattacks, known as “cre-
dential stuffing” attacks, cybercriminals attempt to log in to online
accounts using login credentials stolen from other online services.
Specialized software enables attackers to generate and send tens of
thousands of login attempts in quick succession.  

“With billions of stolen credentials floating around on the internet,
credential stuffing attacks have the ability to hurt both businesses and
consumers,” said Attorney General James. “Fortunately, consumers
can help safeguard their online accounts against credential stuffing. As
we work with businesses to better safeguard consumers' private infor-
mation, I encourage all New Yorkers to remain vigilant against these
types of attacks and take the appropriate steps to protect their data and
their wallets.”

Credential stuffing attacks occur with alarming frequency. One
company reported that it witnessed more than 193 billion credential
stuffing attacks in 2020 alone. And, earlier this week, Attorney General
James announced that a sweeping investigation by her office had iden-
tified more than 1.1 million online accounts compromised in creden-
tial stuffing cyberattacks on just 17 well-known companies.  

Attorney General James recommends consumers take the follow-
ing steps to safeguard their online accounts against credential stuffing
attacks:
o Never reuse passwords: While reusing login information may be
convenient, it also puts consumers at risk. Consumers are encouraged
to always create a unique password for each of their online accounts.
o Use a password manager: A password manager on a phone or com-
puter can keep track of a consumer's passwords, automatically filling
them in when they log in to a website or an app. Many modern web
browsers include this functionality. Browsers and other password man-
agers can also check if a consumer's passwords have been stolen in a
data breach, and even generate new passwords when creating new
online accounts.
o Enable two-factor authentication (2FA): 2FA can provide an extra
layer of security by requiring anyone logging in to an account to pro-
vide another credential, such as a one-time code sent by SMS or email.
Most attackers that have access to a stolen password will not have
access to a secondary credential. Consumers should ensure that if a
website or app offers 2FA, that it is enabled for their account.
o Check regularly for unauthorized activity: Not all companies will
notify their users when their online accounts have been compromised.
Consumers are encouraged to regularly check their online accounts for
unauthorized transactions and activity, and immediately contact their
online service (and credit card company, if appropriate) if they see
something suspicious.
o Sign up for updates: Consumers should register with a breach noti-
fication service, like Have I Been Pwned, that will send them a notifi-
cation if an account associated with their email or phone number has
been compromised.
o Take Suspicious Activity Seriously: If an online service notifies a
consumer of suspicious activity on their account, they should immedi-
ately change their password. If consumers use the same password for
other accounts, they should be sure to change the password for those
accounts as well.
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2021 Open Enrollment has been extended through December 31,
2021.  2022 Open Enrollment will continue through January 31,
2022. 

If you are interested in signing up for health insurance,
reviewing the options for you and your family, or changing your
provider, you can visit https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/ to look at
your options. If you are currently uninsured, this window is an
opportunity to get the coverage you need.
Staying Healthy & Safe
Cold and flu season is upon us, make sure you keep yourself and
your loved ones safe by getting your flu shot. Find out more about
where to get the shot and what you should know about the flu in
New York State below. 
https://www.health.ny.gov/
As always, it's an honor to represent you in Congress.
Sincerely, 
Antonio  
Connect With Us

I hope you'll connect with us soon. We're always here to help,
and you can get in touch with us in the following ways:

Call 845-443-2930
Reach out online: https://delgado.house.gov/contact
Come to one of my town halls or public events

Comprehensive 5-Year
Housing Plan Will Invest 
$25 Billion to Create and

Preserve 100,000 Affordable
Homes in NYS

• Governor Will Take Action to Build New Homes, Kick-
Start Transit Oriented Development and Increase Density in
Urban Areas  
• New Initiatives Will Tackle Inequities in the Housing
Market to Protect Low-Income and Vulnerable New Yorkers 

Governor Kathy Hochul today announced sweeping plans to
make housing more affordable as part of the 2022 State of the
State. Governor Hochul will initiate a new, $25 billion five-year
housing plan to create and preserve 100,000 affordable homes
statewide, increase construction of new homes, and tackle
inequities in the housing market. 

"In the wake of the pandemic, it's crucial that we tackle the
housing crisis and make New York a more affordable place for
all," Governor Hochul said. "These bold steps are a major step
forward in transforming our housing market, protecting afford-
ability and increasing the housing supply." 

Governor Hochul will implement a comprehensive 5-year
plan, $25 billion plan to create and preserve 100,000 affordable
homes, including 10,000 homes with support services for vulner-
able populations. Governor Hochul's plan would also electrify an
additional 50,000 homes as part of the State's plan to electrify 1
million homes and make another 1 million electrification-ready.
The comprehensive housing plan will be designed using a four-
part framework of economic recovery, social justice, climate
action, and digital connectivity. 

Governor Hochul will take major steps to construct new hous-
ing and increase density in appropriate urban areas, including: 
o Permit accessory dwelling units in single-family neighbor-
hoods: Governor Hochul will propose legislation to require
municipalities to allow a minimum of one ADU on owner-occu-
pied residentially zoned lots. (Contd. Pg. 42)

Congressman Delgado 
Weekly Recap

(From Pg. 40) "One year ago, the peaceful transfer of power to
a legitimately elected president, came under siege, as violence
and malice tore through the hallowed halls of the Capitol. More
than 100 police officers were injured in the line of duty that day.
Five officers died in the days, weeks, and months that followed.
Their bravery saved the lives of countless individuals trapped in
the Capitol. We owe these heroes and their families profound
gratitude and assured accountability.

In the darkness of January 6, 2021, let us never forget the many
acts of valor and bravery that made it possible for our government
to resume its work and fulfill what our Constitution obligates. In the
face of violence and terror, our democracy prevailed - the people's
power was not relinquished. God willing, We the People of the
United States, will make sure that it never is."
IRS Child Tax Credit Letters

Did you receive advanced Child Tax Credit payments in
2021? If so, look out for a letter from the IRS.

The IRS started issuing information letters to advance child
tax credit recipients in December. Recipients of the third round
of the Economic Impact Payments will begin receiving informa-
tion letters at the end of January. Using the information in these
letters when preparing a tax return can reduce errors and delays
in processing.

People receiving these letters should keep them. Do not
throw them away. These letters can help taxpayers, or their tax
professional prepare their 2021 federal tax return.
Nomination Deadline for National Small Business Week
2022 Awards

Next week is the last week to nominate upstate small busi-
nesses for the National Small Business Week 2022 Awards.

To nominate an upstate small business owner you can apply
online via sba.gov/nsbw 

All nominations should be submitted electronically by 3 p.m.
ET on January 11, 2022. The awards will be presented during
National Small Business Week in early May 2022.
COVID-19 Booster Shot and Vaccine Update

BOOSTER UPDATE: The CDC expanded booster shot eligi-
bility for 12-17 year olds. 

If you received Pfizer-BioNTech: Everyone 12 years and
older can get their booster at least 5 months after completing
their primary COVID-19 vaccination series. Pfizer-BioNTech or
Moderna (mRNA COVID-19 vaccines) are preferred in most*
situations. Teens 12-17 years old may only get a Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine booster. 

If you received Moderna: Adults 18 years and older can get
their booster shot at least 6 months after completing their pri-
mary COVID-19 vaccination series. Pfizer-BioNTech or
Moderna (mRNA COVID-19 vaccines) are preferred in most*
situations

If you received Johnson & Johnson's Janssen*: Adults 18
years and older can get their booster at least 2 months after
receiving your J&J/Janssen COVID-19 vaccination. Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna (mRNA COVID-19 vaccines) are pre-
ferred in most* situations
*Although mRNA vaccines are preferred, J&J/Janssen COVID-
19 vaccine may be considered in some situations.
Learn more at CDC.gov or COVID-19 Vaccine | COVID-19
Vaccine (ny.gov)
Get Covered

The New York State of Health's Open Enrollment Period for
2022 is NOW going on. Thanks to the American Rescue Plan,
which I voted to pass, New Yorkers will be able to browse more
plan options from more insurance companies and continue to
benefit from lower healthcare costs.

https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
https://www.health.ny.gov/
https://delgado.house.gov/contact


Comprehensive 5-Year
Housing Plan Will Invest  

$25 Billion to Create 
and Preserve 100,000

Affordable Homes in NYS
(From Pg. 41)  This legislation will allow for municipalities
to set size requirements and safety standards for these
dwellings. It will also require that an amnesty program be
created in New York City to legalize existing ADUs, with the
expectation they be brought into compliance with building
code to ensure resident safety. The housing plan will also
include capital funding for municipalities or nonprofits to
assist in the legalization or creation of new ADUs. 
o Kick-start transit-oriented development: Governor
Hochul will propose legislation to foster multifamily con-
struction in zones drawn by municipalities around rail transit
stops within commuting distance to New York City. The State
will provide assistance to municipalities for drafting the ordi-
nance changes, easing the burden on smaller municipalities. 
o Give New York City the authority to encourage densifica-
tion: Governor Hochul will propose amending the State law
that limits the maximum density of residential floor area ratio
to 12.0 in New York City, returning it to local authority. This
will provide municipal leaders with the autonomy to allow
for denser residential development where appropriate. 
o Ease restrictions on converting hotels and offices to hous-
ing: Given the changing demand for office and hotel space,
Governor Hochul will use legislation to implement more
flexible zoning rules to make it easier to convert unused
office buildings and hotels to residential spaces. This
includes allowing any Class B hotel located within a resi-
dential zoning district to use the existing certificate of occu-
pancy for permanent residences, with certain conditions,
and allowing for office-to-residential conversions of build-
ings constructed before 1980 or any applicable buildings
located south of 60th Street in Manhattan from now until the
end of 2027. 

Claudia Tenney
This Week in Washington 

The Supreme Court Should End 
the Vaccine Mandate

This week, the Supreme Court began hearing arguments
in a case challenging President Biden's vaccine mandate.
This Supreme Court case is not about the vaccine. It is about
the constitutionality of Joe Biden's mandate. And on this
question, the facts could not be clearer: The federal govern-
ment does not have the authority to implement such a man-
date.

Earlier this week, I joined more than 130 of my House
colleagues in filing an amicus brief to the Supreme Court that
makes our opposition to this mandate abundantly clear on
constitutional grounds. I have received my vaccine and
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encourage others who are comfortable getting it to do the same,
but it should never be a decision that is forced on Americans by
the federal government.

As soon as President Biden announced he was moving for-
ward with the mandate, I immediately delivered solutions to
stop it. My Health Freedom for All Act clarifies that OSHA
does not have the authority to impose such a requirement, while
my Employment Freedom for All Act ensures any American
who is unfairly terminated because of the mandate is not bound
by a previously signed non-compete agreement. As the new
year gets underway, I will not stop my fight to defend
Americans, their jobs, and our health freedom.

Election Integrity Update: New Data
Shows Low Voter Confidence Among
Americans

An ABC/Ipsos poll showed that only 20% of Americans are
very confident in the integrity of our elections. This should
alarm every single one of us.

Too many American patriots have served and sacrificed in
our nation's military to protect our sacred right to vote. It is dis-
heartening to see that many Americans, Republicans and
Democrats alike, lack full confidence in the democratic
process. This is the very reason I launched the Election
Integrity Caucus in Congress. The caucus, which has more than
60 members, is proactively educating and informing the
American public about issues related to election security and
actively driving commonsense policy solutions to restore faith
in the democratic process and improve the administration of
elections

This year alone the caucus held more than eight events,
including a recent discussion with author Mollie Hemingway,
who wrote a book exposing how partisan political operatives
and Big Tech giants unfairly influenced the 2020 election. To
address the influence of Big Tech billionaires, I introduced H.R.
4290, the End Zuckerbucks Act. The administration of our elec-
tions is not something that should be sold to the highest bidder
or wealthiest donor. My bill ensures that wealthy, private citi-
zens cannot funnel money through non-profits directly to gov-
ernment election agencies like they did in 2020. I hope you will
continue to follow our work this year to secure elections and
restore confidence.

We Cannot Close Schools Again
Throughout the pandemic, students have been severely

impacted by the lack of in-person learning. Data confirms that,
on average, students were five months behind in math and four
months behind in reading as a result. Their overall well-being
and social development has also been impacted by the pandem-
ic. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, emergency visits for suspected suicide attempts
among adolescents jumped by 31%.

We must focus on the health, well-being, and success of our
young students - they are the future leaders! We simply cannot
close schools again and deny students the opportunity to learn
and socialize. In-person learning for our students can be done
safely, and it must be. If we deny students this opportunity, an
entire generation of young people will be left behind for many
years to come.



Governor Hochul Announces
$230 Million in Additional

Food Assistance for
New Yorkers in January
• All SNAP Households to Receive the

Maximum Level of Food Benefits   
• More than 2.77 Million New Yorkers Rely

on the Supplement to Make Ends Meet  
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that all New

Yorkers enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) will receive the maximum allowable level of
food benefits for January. All households participating in SNAP -
including those already at the maximum level of benefits -will
receive a supplemental allotment later this month, bringing in
roughly $230 million in federal funding into the state's economy. 

"As we continue to endure the difficulties of the pandemic,
too many New Yorkers are struggling to make ends meet,"
Governor Hochul said. "These additional food benefits will play
a critical role in eliminating food insecurity throughout the state.
As the cold weather puts pressure on family budgets, these addi-
tional SNAP funds will provide much-needed relief." 

The emergency assistance supplement is provided to house-
holds that do not ordinarily receive the maximum allowable
benefit per month on SNAP - a federally funded program over-
seen by the state Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance.
Those households already near or at the maximum benefit level
--$835 for a household of four -will receive a supplemental pay-
ment of at least $95. 

SNAP households in all counties outside of New York City
should see these benefits posted between Wednesday, Jan. 12,
and the end of the day Friday, Jan. 21. Those SNAP households
in the five-county New York City region should see their bene-
fits post between Saturday, Jan. 15, and the end of the month. 

Struggling New Yorkers continue to rely heavily on SNAP as
the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact everyday life. In
the first months after the onset of the pandemic in March 2020,
New York saw a substantial increase in SNAP enrollment.  

The initial spike has remained sustained, and recipient counts
remain about where they were at the end of the initial surge,
which is substantially higher than pre-pandemic levels. As of
November 2021, there were nearly 1.6 million households total-
ing 2.77 million New Yorkers that were receiving SNAP benefits. 

OTDA Acting Commissioner Daniel W. Tietz said, "The
tremendous impact these food benefits have had for New York
households cannot be overstated. The additional benefits SNAP
households have received since the onset of the pandemic have
helped millions of New Yorkers to avoid food insecurity and
make ends meet during the ongoing public health emergency."   

As with the prior months, the payments will be delivered
directly to recipients' existing Electronic Benefit Transfer
accounts and can be accessed with their existing EBT cards.
Like regular SNAP benefits, the supplemental benefits can be
used to purchase food at authorized retail food stores. Any
unused SNAP benefits will automatically carry over to the fol-
lowing month.    

SNAP benefits also play an important role in New York's eco-
nomic recovery, with every federal dollar invested generating up to
$1.54 in economic activity, according to a federal study quantifying
the impact of SNAP on the U.S. economy. The study also found that
an additional $1 billion invested in new SNAP benefits could sup-
port roughly 13,560 jobs nationwide.   

Find more information on the emergency supplemental
SNAP benefits, including answers to frequently asked ques-
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tions, here. New Yorkers can check their eligibility for SNAP and
apply online by visiting mybenefits.ny.gov.  

Schumer, Gillibrand
Announce Over $6 Million in
Federal Funding to Help Law

Enforcement Fight Crime,
Invest in Court System in NYS
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand announced $6,109,353
in federal funding to combat criminal activity and fund family and
drug courts in New York State. The funding was awarded through the
Department of Justice and will be used to combat and respond to
online child sexual abuse, conduct forensic DNA analysis and reduce
the backlog of forensic and database DNA samples in crime labora-
tories, fight human trafficking, and help establish and strengthen fam-
ily and drug courts throughout the state. 

“This federal funding will help communities from Nassau to
Erie County identify perpetrators and achieve justice for victims,”
said Senator Schumer. “I am proud to deliver this investment to
help local law enforcement stop online child predators, reduce the
backlog of DNA evidence in forensic labs, and strengthen support
and outreach for crime victims.  I will continue to fight tooth and
nail to ensure our communities have all the resources needed to
keep families safe.” 

“This federal funding is a critical investment in our communi-
ties,” said Senator Gillibrand. “It will dedicate resources to help
local law enforcement fight heinous crimes including online child
sexual abuse, sexual assault, and human trafficking, and invests in
vital services like family treatment and drug courts. I'll continue
fighting to ensure that communities across New York have what
they need to stay safe.”

DEC Releases Interim Report
from Catskill Strategic

Planning Advisory Group
Recommendations Include State and Local Actions
to Promote Sustainable Recreation and Diversity
The New York State Department of Environmental

Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today
announced the release of the Catskill Strategic Planning
Advisory Group's (CAG) Immediate Action Recommendations
Report for public review and comment. The report includes pro-
posed actions that DEC and its State and local partners could
undertake, pending available funding and continued partnership,
to balance increasing and diverse recreational use of the Catskill
Forest Preserve, protecting the park's natural and historic
resources, and ensuring the experience of using the Park is wel-
coming, accessible, and inclusive.

"I applaud the extensive work of the CAG members to strate-
gically examine the issues facing the region's communities and
natural resources and develop this interim report which is an
important part of our comprehensive actions to protect the
Catskills for future generations," Commissioner Seggos said.
"We look forward to receiving feedback from stakeholders on the
recommendations to help further inform a final framework to
guide New York State's collaborative work to promote sustain-
able recreation in the Catskills." (Contd. Pg. 44)



DEC Releases Interim
Report from Catskill

Strategic Planning Advisory
Group

(From Pg. 43)
In October 2020, Commissioner Seggos announced the for-

mation of the Catskill Strategic Planning Advisory Group
(CAG) comprised of stakeholders with expertise in local gov-
ernment, recreation, natural resource protection, business,
tourism, and other priority areas. The members collectively pro-
vide advice to DEC on how to balance critical issues associated
with increased public use in the Catskill Park in order to protect
the area's natural resources for future generations.

The CAG has been meeting throughout the past year to
develop this Interim Report with recommendations for immedi-
ate actions along the Route 23A corridor in the vicinity of
Kaaterskill Clove as well as long-term park-wide management
strategies that include:

Educate all users of the Catskill Park about responsible
recreation, protecting natural and historic resources, and Leave
No Trace™ principles;

Coordinate consistent messaging and communication for the
Catskills Park on different mediums;

Implement park-wide traffic and parking management strate-
gies;

Incorporate diversity, equity, inclusivity, and justice (DEIJ)
principles in recreational, educational, and operational frame-
works and the economic benefits provided in the Catskill Park;
and

Establish a Catskill Park Coordinator position to collaborate
among entities and streamline parkwide efforts.

Jeff Senterman, Executive Director of the Catskill Center,
said, "The Interim Report represents a great deal of research,
hard work, and consensus building amongst the members of the
CAG. The Interim Report, and the forthcoming Final Report,
will also be roadmaps for the future of an inclusive, actively
managed Catskill Park that welcomes visitors through locations
like the Catskills Visitor Center, protects our region's natural
resources, and better connects our communities to the econom-
ic benefits of visitors. I look forward to working with my fellow
CAG members on the development of a robust Final Report,
and then working with stakeholders and the newly appointed
Catskill Park Coordinator to ensure that the CAG recommenda-
tions are implemented."

Ramsay Adams, Executive Director of the Catskill
Mountainkeeper, said, "The Draft Report addresses many of the
challenges identified by the Catskills Advisory Group (CAG)
and is a great step forward in planning the future for our lands
and forests. Catskill Mountainkeeper applauds Commissioner
Seggos and the staff at the DEC for facilitating the process and
our colleagues in the CAG for engaging in such important con-
versations."

Adrienne S. Larys, President of the Mountain Top Historical
Society, said, "The Mountain Top Historical Society in Haines
Falls was pleased to be invited to join the Catskill Strategic
Advisory Group. Given our location at the top of the Kaaterskill
Clove, we have had a front row seat to the influx of visitors in
recent years and have been concerned about the impact on the
Catskills. The CAG has given stakeholders in the region the
opportunity to be a part of an effort to develop a strategic
approach to assuring that the natural beauty and recreational
assets of the Catskills are sustained for generations to come. The
Interim Report will give the public a glimpse into the work we
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have been doing since late 2020. The appointment of a Catskill
Park Coordinator by the DEC is one of the first results of our
work."

Joshua Howard, New York-New Jersey Trail Conference
Executive Director, said, "The New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference has always strived to collaborate with likeminded
organizations to improve the recreational opportunities in New
York. Being a member of the Catskill Advisory Group epitomizes
this principle and we are very excited to have participated in this
process and submit our interim recommendations to DEC
Commissioner Basil Seggos for his consideration. We have
already seen the department act on the group's thoughts with the
creation of a Coordinator position for the Catskill Forest Preserve
and are excited for future investments and improvements to keep
recreation sustainable and welcoming for all users who wish to
enjoy the wonders of our Forever Wild lands in the Catskills."

Michael Barrett, ADK Executive Director, said, "ADK is excit-
ed to represent those who recreate in the wildlands of New York
State's Forest Preserve, including the beautiful mountains and
cloves of the Catskill Park. The Catskill Strategic Planning
Advisory Group's Interim Report sets the stage for a final set of
recommendations that protect natural resources, respect quality
visitor experiences, and ensure that the Forest Preserve is a wel-
coming and inclusive space for all."

DEC encourages the public to submit their comments on the
report to CatskillPark@dec.ny.gov by Feb. 3, 2022. The Interim
Report can be found on DEC's website.

Due to the ongoing collaborative process to address issues
affecting sustainable use, DEC and its State and local partners are
taking action on many of the recommendations of the Catskill
Advisory Group's interim report. For example, DEC recently
named a Catskill Park Coordinator who was recently invited to the
CAG's deliberations as the group prepares the final report. The
CAG will continue to develop its recommendations and other top-
ics in the coming months as it works to review public comments
on the interim report and complete the Final Strategic Framework.

Other recommendations acted on in 2021 to improve public
safety and sustainably manage use of the Catskill Park during the
summer months include:

Worked with Catskill Center, Catskill Mountain Keeper, NY/NJ
Trail Conference, 3500 Club and others to increase the Stewards
interacting with the public

Increased public awareness and education through the Love Our
NY Lands campaign

Addressed increased use of the Mongaup Access to the
Delaware River across agencies including DEC, the National Park
Service, the Upper Delaware Council, and the town of
Lumberland;

Helped address parking issues in Claryville at a very popular
fishing access site on the Neversink by working with Sullivan
County;

Implemented a number of strategies along the Route 23A cor-
ridor including: enhanced parking enforcement, variable message
boards and Mountain Top Historical Society allowed for alternate
parking options.

In the 2022 State of the State Address on Jan. 5, Governor
Kathy Hochul committed to additional Forest Preserve protections
and investments, including critical actions to address sustainable
use through comprehensive planning for the future, and enhance-
ments for trail safety and climate resiliency. These efforts will
include support for increased stewardship programs to protect nat-
ural forest lands, while allowing visitors to enjoy the Catskills for
future generations.

This winter, DEC reminds visitors recreating on State lands to
practice Leave No Trace™ and Love Our NY Lands. For more
information, go to DEC's website.



THE TOWNSMANPAGE 45 JANUARY 13, 2022



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  46 JANUARY 6, 2022



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  47 JANUARY 13, 2022
15% off ice gear for all Icefest registrants up to the end of the
event. Alpine Endeavors, PO Box 291 Rosendale. 877-486-
5769; alpineendeavors.com 
Jan. 28, 29 The Students of Rock Academy Present PRINCE! 7
p.m. Tickets available through a Rock Academy student and at
the door. “Songwriter, producer, actor/director, multi-instrumen-
talist Prince was one of the greatest and prolific musicians of all
time....” — Director, Adrien Reju. Woodstock Playhouse, 103
Mill Hill Road, Woodstock. 845-679-6900; woodstockplay-
house.org 

DEC Encourages Outdoor
Enthusiasts to Purchase New

Recreation-Themed Trail
Supporter Patches

Patch Sales Enhance and Maintain Non-Motorized
Trails throughout New York

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos announced the release of the
latest New York State Trail Supporter Patches. The 2022 patch-
es consist of five designs that resemble the international sym-
bols for some of New York State's most popular outdoor recre-
ation activities - cross-country skiing, hiking, horseback riding,
camping, and biking. Each patch will be available individually
for a limited time; however, the entire series can be purchased at
any time.

"New York State residents and visitors can show their love
for New York's premier recreational trails by purchasing this
year's trail supporter patches, starting with the seasonally appro-
priate cross-country skiing patch," Commissioner Seggos said.
"All funds received will support projects to increase public
access to outdoor recreation opportunities."

The public can purchase a Trail Supporter Patch for $5 (or
the full series for $25) at any sporting license sales outlet, or
online at the DECALS website. The proceeds from patch sales
go into the Conservation Fund's Outdoor Recreation, Trail
Maintenance, and Development account to help maintain and
enhance DEC's non-motorized recreation trails throughout the
state.

Since its introduction in 2007, patch sales have funded a
variety of projects including the construction of a boardwalk and
pit privy in Texas Hollow State Forest, foot bridges on the
Northville-Placid Trail and at the Catskill Visitor Center, an
accessible horse mounting platform at Brookfield horse assem-
bly area, and multiple lean-tos in the High Peaks Wilderness.
Patch funds were also used to purchase materials for the new
mountain bike trails at Elm Ridge Wild Forest and to maintain
the Otter Creek horse trails. For more information on the Trail
Supporter Patch visit DEC's website.

DEC remains committed to promoting opportunities for out-
door recreation throughout the state and is actively working with
partner organizations and tourism promotion agencies to high-
light and encourage sustainable recreation and responsible use
on State lands. DEC's 'Love Our New York Lands' campaign
was launched in response to the steady increase in the number
of visitors to state lands, both during the COVID-19 pandemic
and in the decade prior, as more and more New Yorkers and vis-
itors from other states and countries discovered the natural beau-
ty of New York State. For details and more information, visit the
Love Our New York Lands page on DEC's website.

Jan. 1-Dec. 31  2022 Catskills Fire Tower Challenge:
Experienced hikers are encouraged to visit the region's six fire
towers. Hike to all six Catskill Fire  Towers between January 1
and December 31, 2022. Fill out the log of completed hikes along
with one favorite photo. Download the  Catskills Fire Tower
Challenge log (PDF) and email it to
catskillschallenge@dec.ny.gov or mail to New York State
Department of  Environmental Conservation, Outdoor
Recreation, 625 Broadway, Albany, New York 12233-1010.
Entries must be postmarked by  January 7, 2023. Limit one entry
per person. Participants will receive a commemorative patch and
will be entered to win great outdoor  prizes including hiking
accessories. Catskills Visitor Center, 5096 Route 28, Mt.
Tremper. 845-688-3369; catskillsvisitorcenter.org 
Jan.  16, 30 Kingston Winter Farmers’ Market:  Indoors for win-
ter. Locally-grown and crafted products. Vegetables and fruits,
meats, dairy, wine  and spirits, body care products and more. Feb.
dates: 13 & 27. Senate Garage, 4 N. Front Street, Kingston;
kingstonfarmersmarket. 
Jan. 7; Feb. 4 Saugerties First Friday: Every month in the village
of Saugerties, businesses stay open late and offer special activi-
ties and discounts to  visitors. 5-8 p.m. Partition, Market and
Main streets, Saugerties; facebook.com/saugertiesscene 
Jan. 22 Volunteer Fireman’s Hall & Museum: Known locally as
“a little gem of a museum.” Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. every other
Saturday;  weather permitting. Free. Feb. dates: 5 & 19. 265 Fair
St., Kingston. kingstonvolunteerfiremensmuseum.weebly.com 
Jan. 13, 27 Hand Knitting Chunky Blanket Sip and Craft at
Magnanini Winery: Learn to hand-knit chunky blanket. Includes
one free glass of Magnanini wine. An experienced artist will help
you as much or as little as you want. Wine, beer and soft drinks
will be available for additional purchase. Small bites can be pur-
chased in the Tasting Room. Limited quantities. Seats are limited;
please book ahead. Starts at 6:30 sharp. $60. 172 Strawridge
Road., Wallkill. 845-895-2767; facebook.com/magnaniniwinery 
Jan. 14-17 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Weekend: Enjoy
our cross-country ski and snowshoe trails, ice skating rink on
Lake Cole, ice fishing and a snow tube run (weather permitting).
Warm up at our indoor floor hockey arena, climbing gym, archery
range and arts and crafts studio. Snow tubes, snowshoes, and
cross-country skis are provided. Frost Valley YMCA, 2000 Frost
Valley Road, Claryville. 845-985-2291 x450; frostvalley.org 
Jan. 21 The Hudson Valley's 13th annual Traditional Robbie
Burns Supper/Celebration: Featuring the recitation of Burns’
poetry, a traditional dinner with the entrance of the haggis, story-
telling, songs and whisky toasts. Samplings of Hudson House
whiskies. Several local hotels are offering special room rates.
Seating is limited. Please call for reservation 1-914-299-0837- 1-
845-834-6007. $75.00pp+ tax & gratuity. Or reserve through
Eventbrite: eventbrite.com/e/13th-annual-robbie-burns-sup-
percelebration-tickets 
Jan. 21-22 Rock Academy Presents RUSH:  7 p.m. Tickets avail-
able through a Rock Academy student and at the door. Wall Street
Music Hall, 323 Wall Street, Kingston. 323-538-3012;
facebook.com/events/kingston-ny/rock-academy-presents-
rush/404652028024563/ 
Jan. 22-24 24th Annual Catskill Ice Climbing Festival 2022:
Choose from multiple clinics on all the skills and techniques.
$175 per person per event for all group events; $200 for the back-
country day. Rock and Snow will offer 25% off for apparel and

UC NOW TRENDING... 
January   2022 
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Due to the increased numbers of Covid-19
cases Claryville Fire Dept has canceled our 

January 2022 Pancake Breakfast.

We hope to be open for February 2022! 
Stay safe and healthy!
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UC Executive Pat Ryan
Announces Additional Details on

State-Run COVID-19
Community Testing Site in UC 

• The New York State-run Community
Testing Site, located at SUNY New Paltz, is
open to the public and run from Monday to

Friday from 8:30am to 4pm

• County Executive Pat Ryan will soon
release details on additional free at-home

rapid tests and mask distributions 

• Last week, New York State announced
plans for the testing site after County

Executive Ryan requested a facility open in
Ulster County to bolster access to critically-
needed tests for residents in the midst of the

current surge in cases
New Paltz, N.Y. - Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan today
announced additional details on the state-run COVID-19 community
testing site on the campus of SUNY New Paltz. Starting Monday, the
site will be open to the public from Monday to Friday from 8:30am
to 4pm. 

“I want to thank Governor Hochul and her team for answering our
request to activate a testing site here in Ulster County,” County
Executive Pat Ryan said. “This site will help ensure that our residents
have access to critically-needed testing so we can keep our residents
healthy, and continue to keep our schools and businesses open safely.
As we respond to the ongoing surge in positive cases driven by the
Omicron variant, it is essential for residents to continue to wear
masks, get vaccinated, and especially to get their booster shot.”

The SUNY New Paltz Community Testing Site at the College
Terrace Building will be open from Monday to Friday from 8:30am
to 4pm. Residents can make an appointment by clicking here. Each
site will maintain capacity for approximately 225 appointments per
day and up to 50 walk-ins for PCR testing. For additional information
regarding vaccines, boosters, and testing, please visit
VaccinateUlster.com.

This week, Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan will announce
information on distribution of additional free COVID-19 at-home
rapid tests along with masks. Last week, New York State announced
plans for the testing site after County Executive Ryan requested a
facility open in Ulster County to bolster access to critically-needed
tests for residents in the midst of the current surge in cases.

SC Warming Centers Open
Through Wednesday Morning

Monticello, NY - Due to dangerous wind chills over the next two
days, Sullivan County plans to open its two warming shelters
tonight in Liberty and Monticello, continuing through the night of
Tuesday, January 11:
o      United Methodist Church, 170 North Main Street, Liberty
o       Ted Stroebele Recreation Center, 2 Jefferson Street, Monticello

These facilities will be open to anyone from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.

Monday, January 10 and Tuesday, January 11 (into the morning of
Wednesday, January 12). PLEASE NOTE: Masks are required due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  

A comprehensive and interactive map of these locations is available
on the County website at:
www.sullivanny.us/Departments/RealProperty/GISData. 

Click on the “Warming and Cooling Center Locator” app button at
the bottom of the page.

In addition, the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) - which
can provide funds for fuel and heating system repair/replacement - con-
tinues Countywide, including aid for emergency heating situations. For
more information, call 845-807-0142.

During the daytime hours (12-1 p.m. Mondays through Fridays,
except holidays), the Federation for the Homeless at 9 Monticello
Street in Monticello offers takeout food, and afterhours emergency
food requests can be made to the Federation at 845-798-8774. The
Federation's pantry is open to all (no documentation required) from
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. every Friday, as well.

CONSUMER ALERT:
Attorney General James Issues

Alert to Protect 
New York Homeowners From

Deceptive Practices
NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today issued
alerts in multiple languages, warning New Yorkers to be wary of scams
and other deceptive practices related to the Homeowner Assistance
Fund (HAF). The HAF is a federally funded program designed to assist
homeowners who are experiencing financial hardship due to the coro-
navirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. New York state has since
received nearly $540 million in HAF funding that is available to eligi-
ble New York homeowners. 

“As New Yorkers continue to recover from the economic fallout of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the last thing anyone needs is additional
financial burden,” said Attorney General James. “The Homeowner
Assistance Fund is a critical program that provides a vital lifeline to
individuals and helps remedy some of the hardship caused by this pan-
demic. It is unfortunate, however, that there are bad actors out there
looking to potentially exploit the integrity of this crucial program just
to line their own pockets. But make no mistake: My office is commit-
ted to protecting the safety and financial welfare of all New Yorkers,
and anyone who seeks to cheat our communities out of their money or
their homes will be held accountable to the fullest extent of the law. I
strongly urge everyone to remain vigilant and to report these deceptive
practices to my office immediately.”

In her continued efforts to protect New Yorkers and their homes,
Attorney General James reminds New Yorkers of the following

information:
o Applying for HAF is free, and homeowners are able to apply for
HAF on their own with minimum documents needed: Homeowners
should be cautious of anyone charging a fee to apply for HAF or prom-
ising HAF funds. No individual or entity can guarantee you HAF
funds. For information on how to apply for HAF, please visit New York
state's Division of Housing and Community Renewal's (HCR) website.
For free assistance with a HAF application, please visit New York
state's HomeOwner Protection Program (HOPP) website or call 855-
466-3456. 
(Contd. Pg. 50)
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Attorney General James Issues

Alert to Protect  New York
Homeowners From Deceptive

Practices
(From Pg. 49)
o It is illegal to request upfront fees for mortgage assistance: Even
attorneys cannot request an upfront fee for mortgage assistance unless
it is for “retainer” services and the attorney has filed a notice of
appearance on your behalf in an active court case. 
Additionally, Attorney General James recommends the following tips
to help homeowners avoid mortgage rescue and HAF-related scams:
o Be cautious of any online ads, telephone solicitations, or people
coming to your door that promise you HAF funds or a mortgage mod-
ification, especially if they are not from a trusted government agency:
Only HCR can approve you for HAF and only your bank or mortgage
servicer can approve a loan modification. 

o Be careful of solicitations from people or companies with out-of-
state phone numbers or addresses, especially for attorneys: Only
lawyers admitted to practice in New York can represent you in
court. 

o Do not give your personal financial information to an unrecog-
nized caller, someone knocking on your door, or in response to an
unexpected piece of mail: This includes your bank account num-
ber, Social Security number, or the name of your loan servicer.
Your bank already has all of this information and will not ask you
for it. 

o Never pay an upfront fee for mortgage-related services: It is a
violation of New York law to charge upfront fees for such servic-
es and violations should be reported to the Office of the Attorney
General (OAG). 

Any New Yorker who is aware of or believes that they have
been a victim of a scam are encouraged to file a complaint with
the OAG online or call 1-800-771-7755.

Attorney General James
Warns New Yorkers to

Beware  of Sham Charities Set
Up in Response to Bronx Fire 

NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today
issued an alert reminding New Yorkers to beware of potentially
fraudulent charities created in the wake of yesterday's horrific fire
in the Bronx. Anyone who is considering making a donation to
organizations that are purportedly assisting victims of the fire,
should consider consulting the office's charitable giving tips
before donating. Scammers often use incidents of crisis to perpet-
uate frauds to divert donations away from the intended recipients. 

“In moments of tragedy, New Yorkers are quick to offer sup-
port, donations, and strength to those in need, but too often, indi-
viduals take advantage of that kindness,” said Attorney General
James. “As we look to aid those who were impacted by the horrif-
ic fire in the Bronx yesterday, we must be vigilant and ensure that
victims receive each and every donation that is intended for them.
My heart is with the Bronx today as we mourn, pray, and heal as

one community.”  

Attorney General James offers the following tips for those
donating to those impacted by the Bronx fire:  

Check Before Giving. Donate to charities you are familiar with and
carefully review information about the charity before you give.
Most charities are required to register and file financial reports
with the Attorney General's Charities Bureau if they solicit contri-
butions from New Yorkers. Check our website, charitiesnys.com,
for financial reports of charities or ask the charity directly for its
reports. 

Ask How Your Donation Will Be Used. Find out how the charity
plans to use your donation, including the services and individuals
your donation will support. Find out more than just the cause. Find
out what organization or entity will receive the money and what
programs it conducts or what services it provides. 

Look Into Newly Formed Organizations Carefully. Often, in the
aftermath of tragedies, new organizations emerge to meet commu-
nity needs. While most of these organizations are well-intentioned,
and some may provide innovative forms of assistance, some may
not have the experience or infrastructure to follow through on their
promises, and some may turn out to be scams. 

Solicited by Email? Find Out Who is Soliciting. If you receive a
solicitation by email, find out who is behind that email address.
Contact the charity whose name is in the email or visit its website
to find out if the email is really from the charity. Do not give per-
sonal information or your credit card number in response to an
email solicitation unless you have checked out the charity. 

Be Careful When Giving Through Social Media or Other
Fundraising Sites. Before giving through these social media or
fundraising sites, research the identity of the organizer of the
fundraising efforts and ask the same questions you would of a
charity. Online platforms that host groups and individuals solicit-
ing for causes may not thoroughly vet those who use their service.
Donors should only give to campaigns conducted by people whom
they know. Donors also should take a close look at the site's FAQs
and Terms and Conditions to see what fees will be charged. Also,
don't assume that charities recommended on social media sites,
blogs, or other websites have already been vetted. Research the
charity yourself to confirm that the charity is aware of the cam-
paign and has given its approved permission for the use of its name
or logo. If available, sign up for updates from the campaign organ-
izer to keep abreast on how contributions to the campaign are
being spent. 

Exercise Caution Before You Text A Contribution. Check the
charity's website or call the charity to confirm it has authorized
contributions to be made via text message. 
Don't Give Cash. Give directly to the charity either by check made
payable to the organization or through the charity's website. 

Be Careful About Personal Information. Be cautious before giv-
ing credit card or personal information over the phone, by text
message or via the Internet. In all cases, make sure you are famil-
iar with the organization to which you give such information and
check to see that the fundraising campaign is legitimate. 

Report Suspicious Organizations. If you believe an organization
is misrepresenting its work, or that a fundraising or charitable scam
is taking place, please contact the Charities Bureau at
charities.complaints@ag.ny.govmailto:

charities.complaints@ag.ny.gov.  
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Governor Hochul's A New Era for New York Agenda is

comprised of nine components each geared toward carrying
New York State to a brighter future. 

Rebuild Our Healthcare Economy to Provide Care for
More New Yorkers 

$10 Billion Plan to Rebuild and Grow the Healthcare
Workforce by 20 Percent 
Over the next five years, Governor Hochul's plan will rebuild
and grow the healthcare workforce by 20 percent. $10 billion
will be invested in the state's healthcare sector, including
more than $4 billion to support wages and bonuses for health-
care workers. Additionally, this plan will improve the career
pipeline, expand access to healthcare training and education,
recruit care workers to underserved areas, and strengthen
home care. 

Protect Public Safety and Take Strong Action Against Gun
Violence 

`Three-Part Agenda to Prevent and Reduce Gun Violence
and Violent Crime Throughout New York State 
This public safety initiative will provide state and local law
enforcement with tools necessary to keep New Yorkers safe
from gun violence. The Governor's plan will invest in public
safety and fund state and local policing gun safety efforts, cre-
ate the Interstate Gun Tracing Consortium, and triple invest-
ment in community-based gun violence response. 

Invest in New York's People 
`Tax Relief Efforts for Thousands of Small Businesses and

Millions of Middle-Class New Yorkers 
Governor Hochul's plan will accelerate the phase-in of $1.2
billion in middle class tax cuts for 6 million New Yorkers by
two years - to 2023 - and establish a $1 billion property tax
rebate program to put money back into the pockets of more
than 2 million New Yorkers who have had to endure rising
costs as the pandemic has progressed. The Governor will also
deliver a tax rebate for 2 million New York families and
increase existing tax credits and create new ones to support
food production. Governor Hochul's efforts will also bring
about $100 million in tax relief for 195,000 small businesses
across New York State.  (Contd. Pg. 52) 

Governor Hochul Delivers
2022 State of the State

• "New Era for New York" Agenda Includes 228 Bold
Initiatives to Kick-Start New York's Comeback 
• $10 Billion Healthcare Plan Will Rebuild and Grow
Workforce, Deliver Direct Payments to Workers 
• Major Ethics Reforms Will Limit Statewide Elected Officials
to Two Terms, Ban Outside Income and Replace JCOPE with
New Independent Ethics Agency 
• Billion Dollar Rescue Plan Will Help Small Businesses Come
Back, Middle Class Tax Relief Will Lift Up Millions of New
Yorkers 
• Infrastructure Investments Will Expand Transit in New York
City and Lead the Nation in Climate Action 

State of the State Book Available at:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2022-

01/2022StateoftheStateBook.pdf 
Governor Kathy Hochul today delivered her 2022 State of the

State Address, outlining her plan for a New Era for New York.
Governor Hochul outlined nine key components of her agenda:
rebuilding our healthcare economy, protecting public safety and
addressing gun violence, investing in New York's people, investing
in New York's communities, making New York's housing system
more affordable, equitable, and stable, making New York a nation-
al leader in climate action and green jobs, rebuilding New York's
teacher workforce and reimagining higher education, advancing
New York's place as a national equity model, and making critical
reforms to restore New Yorkers' faith in their government. 

"As the first woman to present a State of the State address in
New York, I want to make it clear I am not just here to make his-
tory - I am here to make a difference," Governor Hochul said. "The
time has come for a new American Dream. Today, we start build-
ing a better, fairer, more inclusive version that I call the New York
Dream. We will create a New Era for New York by embarking on
a bold, far-reaching policy agenda that advances our recovery and
restores New Yorkers' trust in government. And through all of this,
I will continue to collaborate with others and deliver results for
New Yorkers." 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2022-
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(From Pg. 51) Strengthen New York's Workforce and Help
Grow the Economy 
Governor Hochul's seven-pronged initiative will overhaul work-
force development to focus on regional needs, expand access to
new careers and career services, and recruit the next generation
of New York's labor force. As part of this plan, the Governor will
create the Office of Workforce and Economic Development,
help New Yorkers move between education and careers, expand
access to apprenticeships, recruit the next generation of public
servants, expand the state's technology talent pipeline, make
New York a model for the employment of workers with disabil-
ities, and protect and strengthen worker's rights. 

'Jails to Jobs,' A New Initiative to Improve Re-Entry into the
Workforce and Reduce Recidivism 

Incarcerated and formerly incarcerated individuals are often
left to their own devices upon reentrance into society. With the
'Jails to Jobs' program, these individuals will be connected with
education, resources, and opportunities for job placement, which
will improve public safety and reduce recidivism. 

Invest in New York's Communities 
Moving Forward with Major New Expansion of Transit

Service in Brooklyn and Queens: The Interborough Express 
The Interborough Express is a historic project that would use the
existing right of way of the Long Island Rail Road owned Bay
Ridge Bridge to connect transit deserts in Brooklyn and Queens.
This line would connect commuters to as many as 17 subway
lines, expanding access to jobs and other destinations. Governor
Hochul's plan is to move forward with the expansion by direct-
ing the Metropolitan Transit Authority to begin the environmen-
tal review process. 

Billion Dollar Rescue Plan for Small Businesses and to
Strengthen New York's Economic Recovery 

After the hardship brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Governor Hochul's billion dollar rescue plan will invest in the
growth and retention of small businesses of the future, small
business tax credits for businesses that took on COVID-related
expenses, seed funding to establish new businesses, provide
flexible grants to early-stage small businesses, expand small
business lending, and help small businesses secure contracts.
The Governor also plans to propose legislation to permanently
allow the sale of to-go drinks in bars and restaurants. 

$1 Billion 'ConnectALL' Initiative to Bring Affordable
Broadband to More Than 1 Million New Yorkers 
The COVID-19 pandemic exposed how inaccessible and unreli-
able broadband connection was for many New Yorkers, who
suddenly were forced to live their lives through the internet. It is
essential that all New Yorkers have equitable access to the inter-
net, as marginalized communities are most affected by this lack
of broadband access. The $1 billion ConnectALL initiative will
deliver affordable broadband to millions of New Yorkers and
transform the state's digital infrastructure through new invest-
men

Make New York's Housing System More Affordable,
Equitable, and Stable 

Major Statewide Initiative to End the Homelessness Crisis
and Address Longstanding Inequities in Housing 

Our housing system is riddled with systemic inequalities
that need to be addressed. Governor Houchul's housing plan
will tackle these and use public funding to expand opportunity
for all. Initiatives to expand housing include utilizing Safe
Options Support (SOS) teams of trained mental health practi-
tioners that will assist in transitioning individuals living on the
street into stable housing, ending the 421-a tax abatement and
establishing a new, more effective program, improving housing
access for renters with criminal records or negative credit his-
tory, creating an eviction prevention legal assistance program,
and creating a permanent disaster recovery and resiliency unit
for home rebuilding.   

Address Housing Affordability Crisis in New York State  
The Governor will implement a comprehensive 5-year

housing plan, a $25 billion effort to create and preserve
100,000 affordable homes, including 10,000 homes with sup-
port services for vulnerable populations. To increase access
and affordability in New York's housing market, Governor
Hochul will also take major steps to construct new housing and
increase density in appropriate urban areas. These steps
include permitting accessory dwelling units in single-family
neighborhoods, kick-starting transit-oriented development,
giving New York City the authority to encourage densification,
and easing restrictions on converting hotels and offices to
housing.

Make New York a National Leader in Climate Action and
Green Jobs

Achieving 2 Million Climate-Friendly Homes by 2030 
Buildings account for more than a third of New York's cli-

mate pollution. Governor Hochul's plan to achieve a minimum
of 1 million electrified homes and up to 1 million electrifica-
tion-ready homes is anchored by a series of legislative and pol-
icy actions. These include requiring zero on-site greenhouse
gas emissions for new construction no later than 2027, provid-
ing the training programs necessary to ensure that the state has
a skilled workforce to deliver these services, establishing a
dedicated green electrification fund and electrifying low-
income homes through the housing capital plan, among others. 

Nation-Leading $500 Million Investment in Offshore
Wind 

Governor Hochul announced plans to invest in offshore
wind infrastructure, procure enough wind energy to power at
least 1.5 million homes, initiate planning for an offshore wind
transmission network, and launch the offshore wind Master
Plan 2.0 Deep Water. This will ensure that the state has the
strongest offshore wind energy market along the Eastern
Seaboard. The Governor's plan for offshore wind will support
more than 6,800 jobs, a combined economic impact of $12.1
billion statewide, and more than 4.3 gigawatts of energy,
enough to power nearly 3 million homes in New York. 

Rebuild New York's School System and Reimagine Higher
Education 
Invest in New York's Students, Teachers and Schools 
To rebuild New York's teacher workforce, Governor Hochul plans
to emphasize recruiting and retaining teachers throughout the
state. The Governor will also take action to accelerate the teacher
certification process and increase funding for K-12 education.
This plan also includes providing incentives to attract teachers
and school workers, providing learning and mental health grants,
creating a state teacher residency program, and upskilling teacher
support workers to earn their certifications.  (Contd. Pg. 53)
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(From Pg. 52)
Increase Access to Childcare for 100,000 Families
and Invest $75 Million in Wages for Childcare
Workers 
Affordable childcare is essential to give children the best pos-
sible chance at success while providing parents the ability to
participate in the workforce. While Governor Hochul believes
that the federal government must pass Build Back Better to
expand childcare coverage for New York families, if they do
not she will propose an expansion of access to childcare. This
would impact 100,000 families across New York by increas-
ing eligibility from 200 percent of the federal poverty line to
225 percent. The Governor's plan also includes a $75 million
in better pay for childcare workers. 

Revitalizing SUNY and Secure Its Place as a
Globally Recognized Higher Education Institution 

Governor Hochul's plan to revitalize the State University
of New York System is wide ranging and extensive. The plan
includes making the institution a global leader on research and
innovation, ensuring SUNY serves students well, and priori-
tizing equality within the SUNY system. This transformation
will set students on a path to economic success and focus on
equity so that all may thrive with a SUNY education. 

Advance New York's Place as a National Equity
Model 

Equity Agenda to Promote Anti-Hate, Racial 

Equity, and Justice for All New Yorkers  
The Equity Agenda will advance a wide-ranging plan to

pro mote and support gender equity, racial equity, anti-
hate, social justice, the LGBTQIA+ community, immigrants
and new arrivals, and veterans with the goal of protecting the
health, safety, economic opportunities, and fundamental dig-
nity of every New Yorker-in short, to make the New York
Dream into a reality.  

Make Critical Reforms to Restore New Yorker's
Faith in Their Government 

Propose Constitutional Amendment to Limit All
Statewide Elected Officials to Two Terms and Ban
Outside Income 

By introducing a constitutional amendment, Governor
Hochul plans to limit the roles of Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller to two consec-
utive terms. The Governor will also propose legislation to
impose a ban on earned outside income for the same statewide
elected officials, with an exception for academic positions
that must receive ethics board approval. 

Replacing JCOPE with a New Independent Ethics
Agency 
To restore the people's trust in their government, Governor
Hochul plans to introduce legislation to repeal and replace the
Joint Commission on Public Ethics (JCOPE) with an ethics

entity that is truly independent and transparent. This entity
will be subject to Freedom of Information Law (FOIL)
requests and the Open Meeting Laws, increasing and improv-
ing transparency. This plan will also ban outside communica-
tions so that members of the entity will be prohibited from
participating in ex-parte communications regarding any
potential or ongoing investigation. 

$100 Million in Tax Relief
for 195,000 Small Businesses

Across the State  
Accelerates Middle-Class Tax Cut to Provide
Relief for 6.1 Million New Yorkers by 2023  

New Property Tax Rebate Program to Deliver
Additional Relief for Two Million Low and

Middle Income New Yorkers  
New and Expanded Tax Credits to Support New

York Farm's Grappling with Rising Costs,
Employee Retention and to Provide Capital for

New Equipment  
Governor Kathy Hochul  announced new efforts to deliver

tax relief for thousands of small businesses and millions of
middle class New Yorkers as part of the 2022 State of the
State. The plan will provide $100 million in tax relief for
195,000 small businesses through increasing a tax return
adjustment to reduce small businesses' gross business income.
The plan will also accelerate the implementation of $1.2 bil-
lion in New York's existing Middle Class Tax Cut for 6 mil-
lion New Yorkers which first began to be implemented in
2018, and establish a $1 billion property tax rebate program to
put money back into the pockets of more than 2 million New
Yorkers who have had to endure rising costs as the pandemic
has progressed.   

Additionally, the Governor will create new, and increase
existing, tax credits to support New York's farms and food
production overall.   

"As we continue to grapple with the impacts of COVID-
19, we must ensure we are investing in our state's most valu-
able resource: its people," Governor Hochul said. "Millions of
New Yorkers, particularly small business owners, middle
class families, and our senior communities, have been hit hard
by the economic devastation of the last two years, and they
need our help. We must accelerate our recovery by not only
reducing the tax burden, but also finding ways to put money
back into the pockets of hardworking New Yorkers who sup-
port our economy."  

From the depths of the COVID-19 economic downturn to
today, New York has recovered some 1.2 million jobs, and in
early December, Governor Hochul announced an initiative to
connect New Yorkers to 220,000 jobs and signed legislation to
increase New York State's support for recovering small busi-
nesses.   

New York State's economic recovery is not over. The
State's unemployment rate is 6.6 percent - more than two
points higher than the national rate. Some 71 percent of small
businesses still report negative effects from the pandemic. As
of July, earnings remained below pre-pandemic levels in
seven of New York's 13 major job sectors.   



“KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE
AVAILABLE ON LIVE TV

MONDAY 01/17/2022 9:00-11:00 AM
SPECTRUM CHANNEL 128 REELZHD

https://www.reelz.com/show/martin-luther-
king-jr-one-man-dream

IN HONOR OF ONE OF THE
WORLDS GREATEST

HUMANITARIANS
MARTIN LUTHER

KING JR
"ONE MAN AND HIS

DREAM"

On April 4th, 1968 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was assassinated —a cata-
strophic moment that shook the world.
2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the
tragic event.  A two-hour documentary
special, Martin Luther King Jr.: One
Man and His Dream, hosted by  Sir
Trevor McDonald explores the life and
legacy of one of the most influential
people to ever live and  continues to
influence modern politics decades after
his death. 

According to McDonald, King’s
famous “I Have a
Dream” speech
…depicted  the
civil rights leader’s
"dream of black
and white children
playing together;
people of all races
around the same
table." To quote
super model
Naomi Campbell
speaking of King,
"He was fearless. 

(Contd. Pg. 55)

Sundown Camp and Bait Shop!
Thank you all for your many years of support

for Sundown Camp and Bait!!

We will continue to have  
firewood for sale 

Seeking classical piano teacher for adult
beginner. In-person only. Vaccinated.

Please leave a message at 845-554-8818.

HELP WANTED: Typist (knows computers)
Work in Grahamsville law Office.  Full/Part Time 
(845) 985-7411
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FOR SALE

Sell your handcrafted items
online from your own 

little virtual shop 
at the Gnome Home Mall

Interested? Send an email to: 
thegnomehome@yahoo.com

Visit:  http://www.gnomehomeinc.com

845-728-4601

RENTALS
Apartment for rent: 2 Bedrooms in
Grahamsville (845) 985-7411

Store for Rent in Grahamsville (845) 985-7411

HELP WANTED

http://gnomehomeinc.com
https://www.reelz.com/show/martin-luther-king-


Pollard's documentary is based on newly declassified
files obtained through the Freedom of Information Act,
along with restored archival film footage. It shows the
government's extensive targeting of King and his asso-
ciates in the 1960s.

The FBI campaign against King began with wire-
taps, but quickly ballooned. When wiretaps revealed
that King was having extramarital affairs, the FBI
shifted their focus to uncover all evidence of his infi-
delity by bugging and taping him in his hotel rooms
and by paying informants to spy on him. Eventually,
the FBI penned and sent King an anonymous letter,
along with some of their tapes, suggesting that he
should kill himself. 

According to McDonald in Martin Luther King Jr.:
One Man and His Dream, the civil rights leader
"dreamed of  black and white children playing together.
People of all races around the same table." 

Stay safe, and stay well 
Knarf Odnamoc

Gnome
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KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE 
AVAILABLE ON YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE CHANNEL

THE MURDER OF ONE OF WORLD’S
GREATEST HUMANITARIANS

IN THE DOCUMENTARY
MLK/FBI

(TV-PG · 2020 · 1hr 44min · Documentary)
"ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR."

https://kinginsttute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/assassi-
nation-martin-luther-king-jr

From the March on Washington in 1963 up until his
assassination in 1968, the FBI engaged in an intense
campaign to discredit Martin Luther King Jr. and his
work. Film director Sam Pollard chronicles those
efforts in the new documentary, MLK/FBI.

"The first fear that FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover
had was that King was going to align himself with the
Communist Party, which J. Edgar Hoover was
obsessed with destroying," Pollard says.

https://kinginsttute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/assassi-nation-



